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Immediately after the Gospels, the New Testament takes up the history of the early Christian Church,
describing the works of the twelve disciples, and introducing Paul, the man whose influence on the history of
Christianity is beyond calculation. Teacher, preacher, conciliator, diplomat, theologian, rule giver, consoler,
and martyr, his life and writings became foundations for Christianity. Paul inspired a vast, serious, and
intelligent literature that seeks to recapture his meaning, his thinking, and his purpose.

In his letters to early Christian communities, Paul gave much practical advice about organization and
orthodoxy. These treated the early Christian communities as something more than a group of people who
believed in the same faith: they were people bound together by a common spirit unknown before. The
significance of that common spirit occupied the greatest of Christian theologians from Athanasius and
Augustine through Luther and Calvin.

In The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle Albert Schweitzer goes against Luther and the Protestant tradition to
look at what Paul actually writes in the Epistles to the Romans and Galatians: an emphasis upon the personal
experience of the believer with the divine. Paul's mysticism was not like the mysticism elsewhere described
as a soul being at one with God. In the mysticism he felt and encouraged, there is no loss of self but an
enriching of it; no erasure of time or place but a comprehension of how time and place fit within the eternal.
Schweitzer writes that Paul's mysticism is especially profound, liberating, and precise. Typical of
Schweitzer, he introduces readers to his point of view at once, then describes in detail how he came to it, its
scholarly antecedents, what its implications are, what objections have been raised, and why all of this
matters. To students of the New Testament, this book opens up Paul by presenting him as offering an entirely
new kind of mysticism, necessarily and exclusively Christian.

"There is at least one other point that Albert Schweitzer scores here... The hard-won recognition that divine
authority and human freedom ultimately cannot be in conflict must never be taken for granted, and the irony
that the thought of Paul has repeatedly been invoked to undo that recognition truly does make this insight
one of 'the permanent elements.'"?from the Introduction
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From reader reviews:

Mary Grays:

Typically the book The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle (The Albert Schweitzer Library) has a lot of
knowledge on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very
famous author. This articles author makes some research previous to write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can obtain the point easily after perusing this book.

John Edmondson:

Why? Because this The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle (The Albert Schweitzer Library) is an unordinary
book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such remarkable way makes
the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining technique but still convey the meaning entirely. So , it
is good for you for not hesitating having this any more or you going to regret it. This unique book will give
you a lot of positive aspects than the other book possess such as help improving your expertise and your
critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I were you I will go to the e-book store
hurriedly.

Matthew Sewell:

Beside this particular The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle (The Albert Schweitzer Library) in your phone, it
could possibly give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the
knowledge you are going to got here is fresh through the oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an
aged people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle (The Albert
Schweitzer Library) because this book offers to you readable information. Do you often have book but you
would not get what it's facts concerning. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this in the hand. The
Enjoyable option here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want
to miss it? Find this book and also read it from at this point!

Virginia Berry:

A number of people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle
(The Albert Schweitzer Library) to make your reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
ability is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the sensation about book and examining especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to start a
book and go through it. Beside that the guide The Mysticism of Paul the Apostle (The Albert Schweitzer
Library) can to be your new friend when you're experience alone and confuse using what must you're doing
of this time.
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