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"Like fated trains of other epochs whose privations, sufferings, and self-sacrifices have added renown to
colonization movements and served as danger signals to later wayfarers, that party began its journey with
song of hope, and within the first milestone of the promised land ended it with a prayer for help. ‘Help for
the helpless in the storms of the Sierra Nevada Mountains!’" – Eliza P. Donner Houghton, The Expedition of
the Donner Party and Its Tragic Fate The westward movement of Americans in the 19th century was one of
the largest and most consequential migrations in history, and for countless people back east, the West
represented opportunities for adventure, independence, and fortune. Even in the 21st century, Americans
look back on the era fondly, even romantically, and millions are familiar with the popular game that reignited
interest in the Oregon Trail Of course, it’s easy for people with modern transportation to comfortably
reminisce about the West, because many pioneers discovered that the traveling was fraught with various
kinds of obstacles and danger, including bitter weather, potentially deadly illnesses, and hostile Native
Americans, not to mention an unforgiving landscape that famous American explorer Stephen Long deemed
“unfit for human habitation.” 19th century Americans were all too happy and eager for the transcontinental
railroad to help speed their passage west and render overland paths obsolete. One of the main reasons people
yearned for new forms of transportation is because of the most notorious and tragic disasters in the history of
westward travel. While people still romanticize the Wild West, many Americans are still all too familiar with
the fate of the Donner Party, a group of 87-90 people that met with disaster in the Sierra Nevada mountain
range during the winter of 1846-1847. The party knew the journey would take months, but early snowfalls in
the mountains left dozens of people trapped in snow drifts that measured several feet, stranding them in a
manner that made it virtually impossible for them to go any further for several weeks. Inevitably, as the
Donner Party’s supplies began to run low, there was little hope of acquiring new provisions high up in the
mountains, and even worse, their location and the technology of the time also made it virtually impossible
for relief expeditions to reach them. Due to exposure and lack of food, the health of many in the party began
to deteriorate quickly in the tough winter conditions, and the animals brought along with the group died at
alarming rates. Most of the men who set out to try to get help died en route, while the families back in camp
tried to cope with dozens of deaths suffered by young and old alike. As a few able-bodied people went for
help, the people who remained back in their wagons resorted to the most desperate of measures in attempts to
either stay alive or keep their children alive. Some members of the Donner Party fought with each other,
occasionally fatally, and the journey is perhaps best known today for accounts of cannibalism. One member
of the group noted in his diary in February 1847, "Mrs Murphy said here yesterday that thought she would
Commence on Milt. & eat him. I dont that she has done so yet, it is distressing.” All the while, the plight of
the Donner Party made news across the nation, even before the surviving members were rescued and brought
to safety, and by the time the doomed expedition was over, less than 50 of them made it to California. As
writer Ethan Rarick summed it up, “more than the gleaming heroism or sullied villainy, the Donner Party is a
story of hard decisions that were neither heroic nor villainous".
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From reader reviews:

Adrian Woodson:

What do you think about book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that question above. Every person has
several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be pushed someone or something that they don't need
do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Expedition of the Donner Party and Its
Tragic Fate. All type of book are you able to see on many methods. You can look for the internet methods or
other social media.

Mary McClellan:

The publication untitled The Expedition of the Donner Party and Its Tragic Fate is the guide that
recommended to you to read. You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did a
lot of analysis when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate.
You also might get the e-book of The Expedition of the Donner Party and Its Tragic Fate from the publisher
to make you much more enjoy free time.

Tammy Campbell:

You will get this The Expedition of the Donner Party and Its Tragic Fate by visit the bookstore or Mall.
Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds
of this e-book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of
e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what
your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose suitable
ways for you.

Lauren Clarke:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a book. They are directly felt it when they get a
half regions of the book. You can choose the particular book The Expedition of the Donner Party and Its
Tragic Fate to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the
impression about book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to available a book and
study it. Beside that the e-book The Expedition of the Donner Party and Its Tragic Fate can to be a newly
purchased friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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