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An interdisciplinary study of Katherine Anne Porter’s troubled relationship to her Texas origins and southern
roots, South by Southwest offers a fresh look at this ever-relevant author.

Today, more than thirty years after her death, Katherine Anne Porter remains a fascinating figure. Critics and
biographers have portrayed her as a strikingly glamorous woman whose photographs appeared in society
magazines. They have emphasized, of course, her writing— particularly the novel Ship of Fools, which was
made into an award-winning film, and her collection Pale Horse, Pale Rider, which cemented her role as a
significant and original literary modernist. They have highlighted her dramatic, sad, and fragmented personal
life. Few, however, have addressed her uneasy relationship to her childhood in rural Texas.

Janis P. Stout argues that throughout Porter’s life she remained preoccupied with the twin conundrums of
how she felt about being a woman and how she felt about her Texas origins. Her construction of herself as a
beautiful but unhappy southerner sprung from a plantation aristocracy of reduced fortunes meant she
construed Texas as the Old South. The Texas Porter knew and re-created in her fiction had been settled by
southerners like her grandparents, who brought slaves with them. As she wrote of this Texas, she also
enhanced and mythologized it, exaggerating its beauty, fertility, and gracious ways as much as the
disaffection that drove her to leave. Her feelings toward Texas ran to both extremes, and she was never able
to reconcile them.

Stout examines the author and her works within the historical and cultural context from which she emerged.
In particular, Stout emphasizes four main themes in the history of Texas that she believes are of the greatest
importance in understanding Porter: its geography and border location (expressed in Porter’s lifelong
fascination with marginality, indeterminacy, and escape); its violence (the brutality of her first marriage as
well as the lawlessness that pervaded her hometown); its racism (lynchings were prevalent throughout her
upbringing); and its marginalization of women (Stout draws a connection between Porter’s references to the
burning sun and oppressive heat of Texas and her life with her first husband).
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From reader reviews:

Marjorie Wright:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the name South by Southwest:
Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of Texas History suitable to you? Typically the book was written by
well-known writer in this era. Often the book untitled South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the
Burden of Texas Historyis a single of several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you will enter the new age that you
ever know previous to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to
understand the core of this e-book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world now. To
help you to see the represented of the world in this book.

James Cooper:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something different
to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free of charge
time/ holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want
to attempt look for book, may be the book untitled South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the
Burden of Texas History can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Kenneth Poor:

The actual book South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of Texas History has a lot info
on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was compiled by the very famous
author. This articles author makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy to read
you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Jonathan Leake:

The book untitled South by Southwest: Katherine Anne Porter and the Burden of Texas History contain a lot
of information on the idea. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy way. The language is very
simple to implement all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read this. The book was written
by famous author. The author gives you in the new era of literary works. You can easily read this book
because you can continue reading your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book throughout
anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-
site as well as order it. Have a nice go through.
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