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Richard Hof stadter (1916-70) was America s most distinguished historian of the twentieth century. The
author of several groundbreaking books, including The American Political Tradition, he was a vigorous
champion of the liberal politics that emerged from the New Deal. During his nearly thirty-year career,
Hofstadter fought public campaigns against liberalism’s most dynamic opponents, from McCarthy in the
1950s to Barry Goldwater and the Sun Belt conservatives in the 1960s. His opposition to the extreme politics
of postwar America—articulated in his books, essays, and public lectures—marked him as one of the
nation’s most important and prolific public intellectuals.

In this masterful biography, David Brown explores Hofstadter’ s life within the context of the rise and fall of
American liberalism. A fierce advocate of academic freedom, racial justice, and political pluralism,
Hofstadter charted in his works the changing nature of American society from a provincial Protestant
foundation to one based on the values of an urban and multiethnic nation. According to Brown, Hofstadter
presciently saw in rural America s hostility to this cosmopolitanism signs of an anti-intellectualism that he
believed was dangerously endemic in a mass democracy.

By the end of alife cut short by leukemia, Hofstadter had won two Pulitzer Prizes, and his books had
attracted international attention. Y et the Vietnam years, as Brown shows, culminated in a conservative
reaction to hiswork that is still with us. Whether one agrees with Hofstadter’ s critics or with the noted
historian John Higham, who insisted that Hofstadter was “the finest and also the most humane intelligence of
our generation,” the importance of this seminal thinker cannot be denied. As this fascinating biography
ultimately shows, Hofstadter’ s observations on the struggle between conservative and liberal America are
relevant to our own times, and hislegacy challenges us to this day.
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From reader reviews:
Dorothy Shuler:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or data even knowledge to make
them keep up with the erawhich is aways change and move forward. Some of you maybe will probably
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Richard Hofstadter: An Intellectual
Biography is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Bridget Dell:

The e-book with title Richard Hofstadter: An Intellectual Biography contains alot of information that you
can study it. You can get alot of help after read this book. That book exist new information the information
that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world now. That isimportant to yo7u to find out
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you throughout new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

Allison Walters:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many alot of people spent these people free time just watching TV,
or even playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity that's look different you
can read a book. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent the whole day to
reading a publication. The book Richard Hofstadter: An Intellectual Biography it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are alot of individuals who recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the e-book. Y ou can mQore
easily to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not too costly but this book provides high
quality.

Shawn Jones;

In this eraglobalization it isimportant to someone to obtain information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. Y ou can observe that now, alot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that
recommended to your account is Richard Hofstadter: An Intellectual Biography this guide consist alot of the
information of the condition of thisworld now. This kind of book was represented how does the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The particular
writer made some analysis when he makes this book. That iswhy this book suitable all of you.
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