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Already hailed as a masterpiece, Foundations of Language offers a brilliant overhaul of the last thirty-five
years of research in generative linguistics and related fields. "Few books really deserve the cliché 'this should
be read by every researcher in the field,'" writes Steven Pinker, author of The Language Instinct, "But Ray
Jackendoff's Foundations of Language does."
Foundations of Language offers a radically new understanding of how language, the brain, and perception
intermesh. The book renews the promise of early generative linguistics: that language can be a valuable
entree into understanding the human mind and brain. The approach is remarkably interdisciplinary. Behind
its innovations is Jackendoff's fundamental proposal that the creativity of language derives from multiple
parallel generative systems linked by interface components. This shift in basic architecture makes possible a
radical reconception of mental grammar and how it is learned. As a consequence, Jackendoff is able to
reintegrate linguistics with philosophy of mind, cognitive and developmental psychology, evolutionary
biology, neuroscience, and computational linguistics. Among the major topics treated are language
processing, the relation of language to perception, the innateness of language, and the evolution of the
language capacity, as well as more standard issues in linguistic theory such as the roles of syntax and the
lexicon. In addition, Jackendoff offers a sophisticated theory of semantics that incorporates insights from
philosophy of language, logic and formal semantics, lexical semantics of various stripes, cognitive grammar,
psycholinguistic and neurolinguistic approaches, and the author's own conceptual semantics.
Here then is the most fundamental contribution to linguistic theory in over three decades.
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From reader reviews:

Christine Curnutt:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content.
As you may know that book is very important for all of us. The book Foundations of Language: Brain,
Meaning, Grammar, Evolution was making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take
more information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Foundations of Language: Brain, Meaning,
Grammar, Evolution is not only giving you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when
you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your guide. Try to make relationship using the book
Foundations of Language: Brain, Meaning, Grammar, Evolution. You never sense lose out for everything
when you read some books.

Perry Payne:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that may give you benefit in your life. Having book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. A lot of author can inspire their own reader with their story
as well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the
ability about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your kids,
there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
skill in writing, they also doing some analysis before they write with their book. One of them is this
Foundations of Language: Brain, Meaning, Grammar, Evolution.

Nancy Smith:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic inside the
park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill your
own personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the e-book untitled Foundations of Language: Brain, Meaning, Grammar, Evolution
can be fine book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Sarah Acres:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from the
book. Book is published or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Foundations of Language: Brain, Meaning, Grammar, Evolution when you essential it?
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