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Applying critical research on healing and the body to Asian studies, the articles in Empires of Hygiene
challenges assumptions about the universality of medical truth. This special issue of positions investigates
how medicine, the craft of healing, also acts as a sort of hygiene—a disciplinary agent against the unruly
forces of nature and culture. Assuming the complicity of scientific medical practice with forms of
domination and exclusion, the contributors not only demonstrate how medicine has been used as a tool of
empire but also the ways in which events and institutions have literally transformed bodily life in Asia.
Featuring a variety of topics and methods, essays in Empires of Hygiene compare the disease that is
physically suffered to that which is scientifically classified and identified as a social problem. Diseases such
as leprosy and STDs, which have biomedical identities in Western settings but in Asia emerge as inseparable
from certain colonial regimes, are examined. Spermatorrhea—a disease that compromises the male body’s
ability to reproduce—is discussed in relation to the disarray of the Chinese Republic during the mid-
twentieth century. The collection also addresses imperial themes of prewar Japan in the literary works of
Mori Rintaro and Shimazaki Tison.

Contributors. Warwick Anderson, Michael Bourdaghs, Judith Farquhar, Marta Hanson, Thomas LaMarre,
Philippa Levine, Hugh Shapiro, Nathan Sivin
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From reader reviews:

Debra Sims:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
various personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't desire
do that. You must know how great and important the book Empires of Hygiene (Special Issue of Positions).
All type of book are you able to see on many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social
media.

Charlie Hartman:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find e-book that
need more time to be study. Empires of Hygiene (Special Issue of Positions) can be your answer since it can
be read by you actually who have those short time problems.

Maria Simmons:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to read a book. When you examine a
book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge,
simply because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics,
and also soon. The Empires of Hygiene (Special Issue of Positions) provide you with a new experience in
examining a book.

Thomas Morgan:

In this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are related is
just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the books in the
top list in your reading list is Empires of Hygiene (Special Issue of Positions). This book that is qualified as
The Hungry Hills can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this
guide you can get many advantages.
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