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A revealing account of the critical first days of FDR’s presidency, during the worst moments of the
Great Depression, when he and his inner circle launched the New Deal and presided over the birth of
modern America

Nothing to Fear brings to life a fulcrum moment in American history—the tense, feverish first one hundred
days of FDR’s presidency, when he and his inner circle swept away the old order and reinvented the role of
the federal government. When FDR took his oath of office in March 1933, thousands of banks had gone
under following the Crash of 1929, a quarter of American workers were unemployed, farmers were in open
rebellion, and hungry people descended on garbage dumps and fought over scraps of food. Before the
Hundred Days, the federal government was limited in scope and ambition; by the end, it had assumed an
active responsibility for the welfare of all of its citizens.

Adam Cohen offers an illuminating group portrait of the five members of FDR’s inner circle who played the
greatest roles in this unprecedented transformation, revealing in turn what their personal dynamics suggest
about FDR’s leadership style. These four men and one woman frequently pushed FDR to embrace more
activist programs than he would have otherwise. FDR came to the White House with few firm commitments
about how to fight the Great Depression—as a politician he was more pragmatic than ideological, and,
perhaps surprising, given his New Deal legacy, by nature a fiscal conservative. To develop his policies, he
relied heavily on his advisers, and preferred when they had conflicting views, so that he could choose the
best option among them.

For this reason, he kept in close confidence both Frances Perkins—a feminist before her time, and the
strongest advocate for social welfare programs—and Lewis Douglas— an entrenched budget cutter who
frequently clashed with the other members of FDR’s progressive inner circle. A more ideological president
would have surrounded himself with advisors who shared a similar vision, but rather than commit to a single
solution or philosophy, FDR favored a policy of “bold, persistent experimentation.” As a result, he presided
over the most feverish period of government activity in American history, one that gave birth to modern
America.

As Adam Cohen reminds us, the political fault lines of this era—over welfare, government regulation,
agriculture policy, and much more—remain with us today. Nothing to Fear is both a riveting narrative
account of the personal dynamics that shaped the tumultuous early days of FDR’s presidency, and a
character study of one of America’s defining leaders in a moment of crisis.
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From reader reviews:

Susan Williams:

What do you consider book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has distinct personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be pushed someone or something
that they don't need do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Nothing to Fear:
FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created ModernAmerica. All type of book would you see on
many options. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

James Nadler:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try and and must have the spare time or they will get lot of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extra time, we will say absolutely
yes. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity are there when the spare
time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
textbooks. It can be your alternative throughout spending your spare time, often the book you have read will
be Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created ModernAmerica.

Eric Kyler:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to pick book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving Nothing to Fear: FDR's
Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created ModernAmerica that give your fun preference will be
satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the opportunity
for people to know world much better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be said
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success
person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick Nothing to Fear:
FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created ModernAmerica become your personal starter.

Anthony Lainez:

Beside this specific Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner Circle and the Hundred Days That Created
ModernAmerica in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or details. The
information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from the oven so don't possibly be worry if you
feel like an old people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Nothing to Fear: FDR's Inner
Circle and the Hundred Days That Created ModernAmerica because this book offers for you readable
information. Do you at times have book but you don't get what it's all about. Oh come on, that will not
happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, including
treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss this? Find this book and read it from today!
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