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What becomes of "national knowledge" in our age of globalization? If dramatic changes in technology,
commerce, and social relations are undermining familiar connections between culture and place, what
happens to legacies of learning that put the nation at the center of the study of history, culture, language,
politics, and geography? In short, what remains of American Studies? At a critical moment, this book offers
a richly textured historical perspective on where our notions of national knowledge-and our sense of
American Studies-have come from and where they may lead in a future of new ideas about culture and
community. The America that seems to be disappearing before our very eyes is, George Lipsitz argues,
actually the cumulative creation of yesterday's struggles over identity, culture, and power. With examples
from statistics and history, poster designs and music lyrics, Lipsitz shows how American Studies has been
shaped by the social movements of the 1930s, 1960s, and 1980s. His analysis reveals the sedimented history
of social movement contestation contained in contemporary popular music, visual art, and cinema.

Finally, Lipsitz identifies the ways in which the globalization of commerce and culture are producing
radically new understandings of politics, performance, consumption, knowledge, and nostalgia; the changing
realities present not so much a danger as a clear challenge to a still-evolving American Studies-a challenge
that this book helps us to confront wisely, flexibly, and effectively.

George Lipsitz is professor of ethnic studies at the University of California, San Diego, where he serves as
director of the Thurgood Marshall Institute. He is the author of many books, including Time Passages (see
right), The Possessive Investment in Whiteness: How White People Profit from Identity Politics (1998), and
Dangerous Crossroads: Popular Music, Postmodernism, and the Poetics of Place (1997).
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Coleman:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
addiction give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want experience
happy read one having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The actual American Studies in a
Moment of Danger (Critical American Studies) is kind of e-book which is giving the reader unforeseen
experience.

Jess Cooke:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this American Studies in a Moment of Danger
(Critical American Studies) guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that may
be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and writing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt American Studies in a Moment of
Danger (Critical American Studies) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content. This is
one book that can break don't determine book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth sense to
pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

David Bruce:

Reading a book to be new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to study a book. When you study a
book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, due to the
fact book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book
that you have read. In order to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act
like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, and soon.
The American Studies in a Moment of Danger (Critical American Studies) will give you new experience in
examining a book.

Barbara Wheat:

This American Studies in a Moment of Danger (Critical American Studies) is fresh way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information as it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or else you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this
American Studies in a Moment of Danger (Critical American Studies) can be the light food for you because
the information inside that book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form which can be
reachable by anyone, yeah I mean in the e-book form. People who think that in e-book form make them feel
drowsy even dizzy this book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a reserve especially this one. You



can find what you are looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-
book sort for your better life along with knowledge.
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