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One Texan called them "blue-coated dogs of despotism." They were the federal army, and in Texas after the
Civil War they were an army of occupation. Their role in carrying out Reconstruction in Texas was
especially difficult because the state had a large voting majority of white former Confederates. The army was
essential to the enforcement of loyalist policies and, more controversially, to the electoral success of the
Republican party.

How the military tried to achieve these ends varied over three major periods corresponding to the tenure of
three chief officers: Generals Philip H. Sheridan, Charles Griffin, and Joseph J. Reynolds. Internal rivalries,
the ability (or inability) to work with citizens, relations with state political leaders, and Texan hostility
toward central authority all figured into the army's performance of its task.

William Richter has mined much unused material in developing this uniquely thorough study of the military
in Texas. Moving beyond the good-guy, bad-guy stereotypes, he demonstrates that the army was more
competent and important than traditional Reconstruction history has taught. In spite of minimal numbers, the
army exercised great political influence and left a legacy--and a reaction to that legacy--that largely shaped
the post-Reconstruction constitution and party structure of the state and that "provided a convenient excuse
for the denial of justice and equality to blacks without forcing whites to face up to the racism which made
these goals unpalatable."
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Hite:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
info. When you read a book you will get new information due to the fact book is one of several ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring that you
imagine the story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you
read this The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University
Military History Series), you can tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours guide. Your
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a e-book.

Shirley Hinkle:

Typically the book The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M
University Military History Series) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you make sure to read this book
you can get a lot of gain. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author makes some
research prior to write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you may get the point easily after
reading this article book.

Earl Wright:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside using friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
you think reading a book can really hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright you can
have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Army in Texas during
Reconstruction, 1865-1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) which is
obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's find.

Lawrence Abbate:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-
1870 (Williams-Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) was bright colored and of course has
pictures around. As we know that book The Army in Texas during Reconstruction, 1865-1870 (Williams-
Ford Texas A&M University Military History Series) has many kinds or genre. Start from kids until young
adults. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on
there. So , not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to
choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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