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Sports played a vital role in the social and cultural life of the former Soviet Union.
The Soviet state sponsored countless programs to promote sporting activities, even constructing a new term,
fizkultura, to describe sports culture. 

With Sport in the USSR, Mike O’Mahony asserts that the popular image of fizkultura was as dependent on its
presentation as it was on its actual practice. Images of vigorous Soviet sportsmen and women were
constantly evoked in literature, film, and folk songs; they frequently appeared on the badges and medals of
various work associations and even on plates and teapots. Several major artists, in fact, made their careers
out of vivid representations of sports. 

O’Mahony further examines the role that fizkultura played in the formulation of the novyi chelovek, or Soviet
New Person, arguing that these images of the sporting life not only promoted the existence of this national
being but also articulated the process of transformation that could bring him or her into existence. Fizkultura,
O’Mahony claims, became a civic duty alongside state labor drives and military service. 

Sport in the USSR is a fascinating addition to current debates in the fields of sociology, popular culture, and
Russian history.
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From reader reviews:

Lillie Levine:

In other case, little persons like to read book Sport in the USSR: Physical Culture--Visual Culture (Reaktion
Books - Picturing History). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important some sort of book Sport in the USSR: Physical Culture--Visual Culture (Reaktion
Books - Picturing History). You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a
book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country till foreign or abroad
you can be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we could
open a book or perhaps searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel bored
stiff to go to the library. Let's go through.

Curtis Wilson:

The reserve with title Sport in the USSR: Physical Culture--Visual Culture (Reaktion Books - Picturing
History) has a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
book exist new knowledge the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the
world at this point. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will
bring you within new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Richard Hennessy:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Sport in the USSR: Physical Culture--
Visual Culture (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) e-book written by well-known writer whose to say well
how to make book that may be understand by anyone who read the book. Written throughout good manner
for you, leaking every ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still
hesitation Sport in the USSR: Physical Culture--Visual Culture (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) as good
book not merely by the cover but also by content. This is one publication that can break don't judge book by
its protect, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth
sense already told you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.

Richard Davy:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Sport in the USSR: Physical Culture--Visual
Culture (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your current
skill of reading skill is developing when you including reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy
to see it and mingle the opinion about book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to start a book and go through it. Beside that the guide Sport in the USSR: Physical Culture--Visual
Culture (Reaktion Books - Picturing History) can to be your new friend when you're truly feel alone and



confuse with what must you're doing of the time.
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