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Romance's Rival argues that the central plot of the most important genre of the nineteenth century, the
marriage plot novel, means something quite different from what we thought. In Victorian novels, women
may marry for erotic desire--but they might, instead, insist on "familiar marriage," marrying trustworthy
companions who can offer them socially rich lives and futures of meaningful work. Romance's Rival shows
how familiar marriage expresses ideas of female subjectivity dating back through the seventeenth century,
while romantic marriage felt like a new, risky idea.

Undertaking a major rereading of the rise-of-the-novel tradition, from Richardson through the twentieth
century, Talia Schaffer rethinks what the novel meant if one tracks familiar-marriage virtues. This alternative
perspective offers new readings of major texts (Austen, the Brontës, Eliot, Trollope) but it also foregrounds
women's popular fiction (Yonge, Oliphant, Craik, Broughton). Offering a feminist perspective that reads the
marriage plot from the woman's point of view, Schaffer inquires why a female character might legitimately
wish to marry for something other than passion. For the past half-century, scholars have valorized desire,
individuality, and autonomy in the way we read novels; Romance's Rival asks us to look at the other side, to
validate the yearning for work, family, company, or social power as legitimate reasons for women's marital
choices in Victorian fiction.

Comprehensive in its knowledge of several generations of scholarship on the novel, Romance's Rival
convinces us to re-examine assumptions about the nature and function of marriage and the role of the novel
in helping us not simply imagine marriage but also process changing ideas about what it might look like and
how it might serve people.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Barnes:

The book Romance's Rival: Familiar Marriage in Victorian Fiction will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading a book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you try to
find new book to learn, this book very ideal to you. The book Romance's Rival: Familiar Marriage in
Victorian Fiction is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

David Stephenson:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book mainly book
entitled Romance's Rival: Familiar Marriage in Victorian Fiction your brain will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely can become your mind friends.
Imaging just about every word written in a publication then become one type conclusion and explanation that
will maybe you never get ahead of. The Romance's Rival: Familiar Marriage in Victorian Fiction giving you
yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful information for your
better life in this particular era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern the following is your body and
mind are going to be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try
this extraordinary investing spare time activity?

Michael Carr:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, short story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying Romance's Rival: Familiar Marriage
in Victorian Fiction that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading routine all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world far better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start
studying as your good habit, you can pick Romance's Rival: Familiar Marriage in Victorian Fiction become
your current starter.

Stanley Rivas:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen will need book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
Through the book Romance's Rival: Familiar Marriage in Victorian Fiction we can take more advantage.
Don't someone to be creative people? To get creative person must choose to read a book. Simply choose the
best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life by this book
Romance's Rival: Familiar Marriage in Victorian Fiction. You can more desirable than now.
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