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Like many gentlemen of his time, Charles Darwin married his first cousin. In fact, marriages between close
relatives were commonplace in nineteenth-century England, and Adam Kuper argues that they played a
crucial role in the rise of the bourgeoisie.

Incest and Influence shows us just how the political networks of the eighteenth-century aristocracy were
succeeded by hundreds of in-married bourgeois clans?in finance and industry, in local and national politics,
in the church, and in intellectual life. In a richly detailed narrative, Kuper deploys his expertise as an
anthropologist to analyze kin marriages among the Darwins and Wedgwoods, in Quaker and Jewish banking
families, and in the Clapham Sect and their descendants over four generations, ending with a revealing
account of the Bloomsbury Group, the most eccentric product of English bourgeois endogamy.

These marriage strategies were the staple of novels, and contemporaries were obsessed with them. But there
were concerns. Ideas about incest were in flux as theological doctrines were challenged. For forty years
Victorian parliaments debated whether a man could marry his deceased wife’s sister. Cousin marriage
troubled scientists, including Charles Darwin and his cousin Francis Galton, provoking revolutionary ideas
about breeding and heredity.

This groundbreaking study brings out the connection between private lives, public fortunes, and the history
of imperial Britain.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Britton:

This Incest and Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England book is just not ordinary book, you have it
then the world is in your hands. The benefit you obtain by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper a person read a lot of information you will get.
That Incest and Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England without we comprehend teach the one who
looking at it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't end up being worry Incest and Influence: The
Private Life of Bourgeois England can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves'
turn into full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Incest and Influence: The
Private Life of Bourgeois England having excellent arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will
not really feel uninterested in reading.

Robert Franco:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone with everywhere.
The information can be a expertise or any news even a problem. What people must be consider while those
information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now could be taking seriously which
one is suitable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you have it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen inside you if you take Incest and Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England as your daily
resource information.

Billy Stinson:

The book Incest and Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England will bring one to the new experience
of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to
learn, this book very suitable to you. The book Incest and Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England
is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book from your official web site, so you
can quickly to read the book.

Ruth Barr:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to learn a book. When you go
through a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your review, you can read education books, but if
you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The Incest and Influence: The Private Life of Bourgeois England offer you a new experience in reading a
book.
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