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American Musicians, Whitney Balliett's long-awaited "big book," contains a wealth of jazz profiles he has
written for The New Yorker during the past twenty-seven years. He gives us, in this spectacular volume, his
famous early portraits of Pee Wee Russell, Red Allen, Earl Hines, and Mary Lou Williams, written in their
brilliant twilight years; his reconstructions of the lives of such legends as Sidney Bechet, Coleman Hawkins,
Jack Teagarden, Zoot Sims, and Sidney Catlett; his brief but indelible glimpses into the daily (or nocturnal)
lives of Duke Ellington and Charles Mingus; and his vivid depictions of such on-the-scene masters as Jim
Hall, Ornette Coleman, Stéphane Grappelli, Elvin Jones, Art Farmer, the Modern Jazz Quartet, and Tommy
Flanagan. He also includes his thoughts on such lesser known but invaluable players as Art Hodes, Jabbo
Smith, Joe Wilder, Warne Marsh, Gene Bertoncini, and Joe Bushkin.
American Musicians is at once a history of jazz, a biographical encyclopedia of many of its most important
performers, and a model of American prose.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Howard:

This American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz are reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason why of this American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz can be one of the great books
you must have is actually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you with
information that probably will shock your previous knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed types. Beside that this American
Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz forcing you to have an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary,
giving you test of critical thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and enjoy
reading.

Joanna Weekley:

The guide untitled American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz is the book that recommended to you to read.
You can see the quality of the publication content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, therefore the information that they share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz from the publisher to make you
considerably more enjoy free time.

Robyn Pugh:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher questioned them to go to the
library in order to make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just small students that has
reading's spirit or real their passion. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to generally there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as
well as can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz can make you
really feel more interested to read.

Johnnie Colby:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a book. They are directly felt that
when they get a half areas of the book. You can choose the particular book American Musicians: 56 Portraits
in Jazz to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when
you similar to reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the sensation about
book and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open a book and go through it.
Beside that the publication American Musicians: 56 Portraits in Jazz can to be your brand-new friend when
you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of this time.
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