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From the first days of his unexpected presidency in April 1945 through the landmark NSC 68 of 1950, Harry
Truman was central to the formation of America's grand strategy during the Cold War and the subsequent
remaking of U.S. foreign policy. Others are frequently associated with the terminology of and responses to
the perceived global Communist threat after the Second World War: Walter Lippmann popularized the term
"cold war," and George F. Kennan first used the word "containment" in a strategic sense. Although Kennan,
Secretary of State Dean Acheson, and Secretary of Defense George C. Marshall have been seen as the most
influential architects of American Cold War foreign policy, The First Cold Warrior draws on archives and
other primary sources to demonstrate that Harry Truman was the key decision maker in the critical period
between 1945 and 1950. In a significant reassessment of the thirty-third president and his political beliefs,
Elizabeth Edwards Spalding contends that it was Truman himself who defined and articulated the theoretical
underpinnings of containment. His practical leadership style was characterized by policies and institutions
such as the Truman Doctrine, the Marshall Plan, NATO, the Berlin airlift, the Department of Defense, and
the National Security Council. Part of Truman's unique approach?shaped by his religious faith and
dedication to anti-communism?was to emphasize the importance of free peoples, democratic institutions, and
sovereign nations. With these values, he fashioned a new liberal internationalism, distinct from both
Woodrow Wilson's progressive internationalism and Franklin D. Roosevelt's liberal pragmatism, which still
shapes our politics. Truman deserves greater credit for understanding the challenges of his time and for being
America's first cold warrior. This reconsideration of Truman's overlooked statesmanship provides a model
for interpreting the international crises facing the United States in this new era of ideological conflict.
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From reader reviews:

William Bellard:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you looking at a book especially fictional book the author will bring someone to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, it is possible to share your knowledge to other
individuals. When you read this The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking of
Liberal Internationalism, it is possible to tells your family, friends along with soon about yours e-book. Your
knowledge can inspire others, make them reading a e-book.

Marina Tijerina:

The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking of Liberal Internationalism can be
one of your nice books that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this e-book has
good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining
however delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort that will put every word into
delight arrangement in writing The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking of
Liberal Internationalism yet doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm
resource data that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand new
stage of crucial thinking.

Earl Quintana:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you can have
it in e-book means, more simple and reachable. This particular The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman,
Containment, and the Remaking of Liberal Internationalism can give you a lot of close friends because by
you investigating this one book you have matter that they don't and make you more like an interesting
person. This specific book can be one of a step for you to get success. This publication offer you information
that probably your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than different make you to be great people.
So , why hesitate? We should have The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking
of Liberal Internationalism.

Kenneth Matson:

You can find this The First Cold Warrior: Harry Truman, Containment, and the Remaking of Liberal
Internationalism by look at the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by means of
written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era similar to



now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own
ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose correct ways for you.
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