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Fakery, authenticity, and identity in American literature and culture at the turn of the 20th century
Focusing on texts written between 1880 and 1930, Mary McAleer Balkun explores the concept of the
"counterfeit," both in terms of material goods and invented identities, and the ways that the acquisition of
objects came to define individuals in American culture and literature. Counterfeiting is, in one sense, about
the creation of something that appears authentic--an invented self, a museum display, a forged work of art.
But the counterfeit can also be a means by which the authentic is measured, thereby creating our conception
of the true or real.When counterfeiting is applied to individual identities, it fosters fluidityin social
boundaries and the games of social climbing and passing that have come to be representative of American
culture: the Horatio Alger story, the con man or huckster, the social climber, the ethnically ambiguous.
Balkun provides new readings of traditional texts such as "The Great Gatsby," "Adventures of Huckleberry
Finn," and "The House of Mirth," as well as readings of less-studied texts, such as Walt Whitman's
"Specimen Days" and Nella Larsen's "Passing." In each of these texts, Balkun locates the presence of
manufactured identities and counterfeit figures, demonstrating that where authenticity and consumerism
intersect, the self becomes but another commodity to be promoted, sold, and eventually consumed.
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From reader reviews:

Shirley Frazier:

The guide with title The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) has a lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of
benefit after read this book. That book exist new information the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of
the world. That book will bring you inside new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book with your
smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you want.

James Goldman:

The actual book The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get
a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research
before write this book. That book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article
book.

Marian Storie:

You will get this The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to
be your solve problem if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this reserve are various. Not only
by simply written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era like
now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose
your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to
ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Bill Dildy:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source which filled update of
news. In this particular modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or
just trying to find the The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and
Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) when you desired it?



Download and Read Online The American Counterfeit:
Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture
(Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) Mary McAleer Balkun
#LBVCYEXR4AG



Read The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in
American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism)
by Mary McAleer Balkun for online ebook

The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism
& Naturalism) by Mary McAleer Balkun Free PDF d0wnl0ad, audio books, books to read, good books to
read, cheap books, good books, online books, books online, book reviews epub, read books online, books to
read online, online library, greatbooks to read, PDF best books to read, top books to read The American
Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism)
by Mary McAleer Balkun books to read online.

Online The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature
and Culture (Amer Lit Realism & Naturalism) by Mary McAleer Balkun ebook PDF
download

The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit
Realism & Naturalism) by Mary McAleer Balkun Doc

The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) by Mary McAleer Balkun Mobipocket

The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) by Mary McAleer Balkun EPub

The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) by Mary McAleer Balkun Ebook online

The American Counterfeit: Authenticity and Identity in American Literature and Culture (Amer Lit Realism &
Naturalism) by Mary McAleer Balkun Ebook PDF


