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Has America, in its quest for goodness, sacrificed its sense of greatness? In this sharp-witted, historically
informed book, veteran political observer Alan Wolfe argues that most Americans show greater concern with
saving the country's soul than with making the nation great.

Wolfe castigates both conservatives and liberals for opting for small-mindedness over greatness. Liberals,
who at their best insisted on policies of national solidarity, have convinced themselves that small is beautiful,
prefer multiculturalism to one nation, and are mistrustful of executive political power. Conservatives, who
once embraced strong, active central government and an ideal of national citizenship, now support huge tax
cuts that undermine America's future ability to undertake any ambitious, long-term project at home or
abroad.

No great society, in Wolfe's view, has ever been built on the cheap. Wolfe notes that neither the
conservatives' call for small-scale faith-based initiatives nor the recent embrace on the left of a grassroots
"civil society" can provide health care to tens of millions of uninsured Americans or ensure national security
in an age of terrorism.

To find better solutions, Wolfe looks back at specific moments in our national experience, when, in the face
of sharp resistance, aspirations for the idea of national greatness shaped American history. He demonstrates
how a bold and ambitious political agenda, championed at various times by Alexander Hamilton, John
Marshall, Abraham Lincoln, and the two Roosevelts, steered the country toward periods of national strength
and unity.

Steeped in a colorful, panoramic reading of history, Return to Greatness offers a fresh take on American
national identity and purpose. A call to action for a renewed embrace of the ideal of an activist federal
government and bold policy agendas, it is sure to become a centerpiece of national debate.
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From reader reviews:

Esther Ponce:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What
It Needs to Do to Recover It. Try to make book Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its Sense of Purpose
and What It Needs to Do to Recover It as your good friend. It means that it can being your friend when you
experience alone and beside associated with course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very
fortuned for yourself. The book makes you far more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , we should make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Florence Booth:

This Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to Do to Recover It
book is not really ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book is usually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting
deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This specific Return to Greatness: How America Lost
Its Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to Do to Recover It without we comprehend teach the one who
reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't become worry Return to Greatness: How
America Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to Do to Recover It can bring when you are and not
make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with your lovely laptop even
phone. This Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to Do to
Recover It having very good arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not truly feel uninterested in
reading.

Dennis Ross:

The reason? Because this Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What It Needs to
Do to Recover It is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter
it will zap you with the secret that inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who have write
the book in such remarkable way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining technique but
still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this anymore or you going to
regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book get such as help improving
your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I were
you I will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Helene Anderson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book when



compared with can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Return to Greatness: How America Lost Its Sense of Purpose and What It
Needs to Do to Recover It can be your answer as it can be read by a person who have those short free time
problems.
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