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Cogan examines the France-NATO problem, going back to its origins in 1945-1952, when a weak France,
obsessed by the threat of Germany and jealous of the ascendancy gained by the British during the war,
sought security guarantees and assistance from the United States. However, in the process, France put itself
in a position of dependence under the NATO integrated command to a degree that later governments of a
resurgent France felt compelled to challenge?and are still doing so today.

Post-World War II France was to disappoint the hopes of such American statesmen as Dean Acheson and
George Kennan, who looked to it to take the lead in Western Europe in the face of a growing Soviet threat.
Dogged by the humiliation of the wartime occupation, obsessed by fear of a resurgent Germany, jealous of
the British ascendancy gained during the war, and dominated by an intellectual class almost wholly given
over to the prevailing antifascism (and, therefore, philo-sovietism) of the postwar, France would take 20
years to live up to its promise as the motor of Western Europe. Though it was perhaps inevitable that France,
falling on the western divide of the Iron Curtain, would join the U.S. camp, it did so with a loss of
sovereignty, symbolized in NATO's integrated command. This was a situation which Charles de Gaulle, after
his return to power in 1958, would seek to undo. His successors have continued this quest to this day.

Cogan explores the Gaullist argument that the North Atlantic Alliance and NATO are two distinct
movements against a background of ever-increasing threats?or perceived threats?by the Soviet Union,
culminating in the North Korean invasion of 1950. The French, desperate to emerge from a position of
wartime inferiority, willingly abandoned hopes of building a defense of Europe by Europeans alone. France
threw itself into the arms of the United States, partly to escape the onerous tutelage of Great Britain. In 1951,
when the NATO integrated command was put in place, the French wound up with very little?not even a
major subordinate command. Frustration and, ultimately, withdrawal from the NATO military structure were
the results. This is a major examination of contemporary international relations and Western European
defense policy for scholars and researchers alike.
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From reader reviews:

Shane Webb:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Forced to Choose: France, the Atlantic Alliance, and NATO -- Then and
Now. Try to stumble through book Forced to Choose: France, the Atlantic Alliance, and NATO -- Then and
Now as your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you
more confidence because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let's make new experience as well
as knowledge with this book.

Jose Gould:

Beside this Forced to Choose: France, the Atlantic Alliance, and NATO -- Then and Now in your phone, it
may give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you
will got here is fresh through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
village. It is good thing to have Forced to Choose: France, the Atlantic Alliance, and NATO -- Then and
Now because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you do not get
what it's about. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable agreement
here cannot be questionable, including treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss the
idea? Find this book and also read it from today!

Sandra McNulty:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Forced to Choose: France, the
Atlantic Alliance, and NATO -- Then and Now can be the reply, oh how comes? A fresh book you know.
You are therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this new era is common not a nerd activity.
So what these textbooks have than the others?

Keely Charles:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book has been rare? Why
so many concern for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy with regard to reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and Forced to Choose: France, the
Atlantic Alliance, and NATO -- Then and Now as well as others sources were given knowledge for you.
After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and more. Science guide was
created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides are helping them to include their knowledge.
In various other case, beside science book, any other book likes Forced to Choose: France, the Atlantic
Alliance, and NATO -- Then and Now to make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of



book like this.
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