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This new book provides an accessible and wide-ranging introduction to the main features of Chinese society.
Drawing on a wealth of material, the author offers a fresh understanding of a unique society that has
undergone continuous transformation and upheaval throughout the twentieth century.

Understanding Chinese Society looks in all its richness at the society with the largest population on earth. In
order to explore long-term change and continuity, the book examines China from pre-revolutionary times to
today's rapidly modernising society, although the focus is on recent change. Particular attention is paid to
China's cultural traditions and hierarchical relationships in familial and wider social settings, and their fate in
the modern world. Successive chapters investigate changes in the relations of rural and urban sectors of
society; in the structure of families; in political and economic power; in cultural hegemony, education and
the media; and in patterns of social inequality. A final chapter asks whether Chinese society is becoming
more complex and differentiated in the course of modernisation and considers recent debates on the growth
of civil society and democratisation.

This book will be indispensable for anyone studying Chinese society, Asian societies and comparative
sociology.
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From reader reviews:

Christopher Jones:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of task that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new details. When you read a reserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you actually
more imaginative. When you studying a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to definitely
imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to
others. When you read this Understanding Chinese Society, you may tells your family, friends and also soon
about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a publication.

Anne Hernandez:

The publication untitled Understanding Chinese Society is the book that recommended to you to read. You
can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to an individual. The language that creator use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also can get the e-
book of Understanding Chinese Society from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Kathryn Hill:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than
can satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find publication that need more
time to be examine. Understanding Chinese Society can be your answer as it can be read by a person who
have those short extra time problems.

Dennis Winters:

Some individuals said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the item
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Understanding Chinese Society to
make your current reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading expertise is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to read it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open up a book and learn it. Beside that
the reserve Understanding Chinese Society can to be your friend when you're experience alone and confuse
in what must you're doing of the time.
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