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Shadow of the Racketeer: Scandal in Organized Labor tells the story of organized crime's move into labor
racketeering in the 1930s, focusing on a union corruption scandal involving payments from the largest
Hollywood movie studios to the Chicago mob to ensure a pliant labor supply for their industry. The book
also details the work of crusading journalist Westbrook Pegler, whose scorching investigative work
dramatically exposed the mob connections of top labor leaders George Scalise and William Bioff and
garnered Pegler the first Pulitzer Prize for reporting.

From a behind-the-scenes perspective, David Witwer describes how Pegler and his publisher, the politically
powerful Roy W. Howard, shaped the news coverage of this scandal in ways that obscured the corrupt ties
between employers and the mob while emphasizing the perceived menace of union leaders empowered by
New Deal legislation that had legitimized organized labor. Pegler, Howard, and the rest of the mainstream
press pointedly ignored evidence of the active role that business leaders took in the corruption, which badly
tarnished the newly reborn labor movement. Pegler's continuing campaign against labor corruption framed
the issue in ways that set the stage for postwar political defeats, culminating with the 1947 Taft-Hartley Act,
which greatly limited the power of labor unions in the United States.
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From reader reviews:

Carla Spiegel:

In other case, little men and women like to read book Shadow of the Racketeer: Scandal in Organized Labor
(Working Class in American History). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Provided
that we know about how is important the book Shadow of the Racketeer: Scandal in Organized Labor
(Working Class in American History). You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by
way of a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can realize everything! From your country right up
until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may
know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You
can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's go through.

Sylvia Silva:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Shadow of the
Racketeer: Scandal in Organized Labor (Working Class in American History) suitable to you? The particular
book was written by well known writer in this era. Typically the book untitled Shadow of the Racketeer:
Scandal in Organized Labor (Working Class in American History)is one of several books that will everyone
read now. This specific book was inspired a number of people in the world. When you read this e-book you
will enter the new shape that you ever know before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way,
thus all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot of information
about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world on this book.

Kathleen Bosarge:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Try to pick one book that you find out the inside because don't determine book by its handle may doesn't
work is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not because fantastic as in the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer can be Shadow of the Racketeer: Scandal in Organized Labor (Working
Class in American History) why because the excellent cover that make you consider in regards to the content
will not disappoint a person. The inside or content will be fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading 6th
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Veronica Gregor:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our know-how for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This publication Shadow of the Racketeer: Scandal in Organized Labor
(Working Class in American History) was filled concerning science. Spend your extra time to add your
knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has different feel when they reading the book.
If you know how big selling point of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like at



this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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