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Why did almost one thousand highly educated "student soldiers" volunteer to serve in Japan's tokkotai
(kamikaze) operations near the end of World War II, even though Japan was losing the war? In this
fascinating study of the role of symbolism and aesthetics in totalitarian ideology, Emiko Ohnuki-Tierney
shows how the state manipulated the time-honored Japanese symbol of the cherry blossom to convince
people that it was their honor to "die like beautiful falling cherry petals" for the emperor.

Drawing on diaries never before published in English, Ohnuki-Tierney describes these young men's agonies
and even defiance against the imperial ideology. Passionately devoted to cosmopolitan intellectual traditions,
the pilots saw the cherry blossom not in militaristic terms, but as a symbol of the painful beauty and
unresolved ambiguities of their tragically brief lives. Using Japan as an example, the author breaks new
ground in the understanding of symbolic communication, nationalism, and totalitarian ideologies and their
execution.
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From reader reviews:

Madeleine Bandy:

In other case, little people like to read book Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The
Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book.
As long as we know about how is important a book Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The
Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese History. You can add knowledge and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can learn everything! From your
country until finally foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing it is
possible to know that. In this era, we could open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You should use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Alexander Snider:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind ability
or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book compared to can
satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need more time to
be examine. Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese
History can be your answer given it can be read by anyone who have those short extra time problems.

William Powell:

You can obtain this Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in
Japanese History by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve
trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various. Not only by written or
printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking
because of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own personal ways
to get more information about your e-book. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge
are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Steven Hackett:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by net on social media. You
can choose the best book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is identified
as of book Kamikaze, Cherry Blossoms, and Nationalisms: The Militarization of Aesthetics in Japanese
History. You'll be able to your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it might add your
knowledge and make anyone happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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