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The United States lost thousands of troops during World War I, and the government gave next-of-kin a
choice about what to do with their fallen loved ones: ship them home for burial or leave them permanently in
Europe, in makeshift graves that would be eventually transformed into cemeteries in France, Belgium, and
England. World War I marked the first war in which the United States government and military took full
responsibility for the identification, burial, and memorialization of those killed in battle, and as a result, the
process of burying and remembering the dead became intensely political. The government and military
attempted to create a patriotic consensus on the historical memory of World War I in which war dead were
not only honored but used as a symbol to legitimize America's participation in a war not fully supported by
all citizens. The saga of American soldiers killed in World War I and the efforts of the living to honor them
is a neglected component of United States military history, and in this fascinating yet often macabre account,
Lisa M. Budreau unpacks the politics and processes of the competing interest groups involved in the three
core components of commemoration: repatriation, remembrance, and return. She also describes how relatives
of the fallen made pilgrimages to French battlefields, attended largely by American Legionnaires and the
Gold Star Mothers, a group formed by mothers of sons killed in World War I, which exists to this day.
Throughout, and with sensitivity to issues of race and gender, Bodies of War emphasizes the inherent
tensions in the politics of memorialization and explores how those interests often conflicted with the needs of
veterans and relatives.
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From reader reviews:

Rhonda Robitaille:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics of
Commemoration in America, 1919-1933. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As
long as we know about how is important a book Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics of
Commemoration in America, 1919-1933. You can add information and of course you can around the world
with a book. Absolutely right, simply because from book you can know everything! From your country till
foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you could know
that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should
use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's examine.

Deborah Allen:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that concern above. Every person
has several personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't need do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Bodies of War: World War I and
the Politics of Commemoration in America, 1919-1933. All type of book is it possible to see on many
sources. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Deborah Beaudry:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach,
or picnic from the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the guide untitled Bodies of War: World War I and the Politics of
Commemoration in America, 1919-1933 can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Fred Garza:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
friends and family or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity
honestly, that is look different you can read a book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book which
you read you can spent the whole day to reading a guide. The book Bodies of War: World War I and the
Politics of Commemoration in America, 1919-1933 it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. These folks were enjoying reading this book. Should you did not have enough
space to develop this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book



out of your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has high quality.
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