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In the 1918 Michigan race for the U.S. Senate, auto tycoon Henry Ford faced off against a less well-known
industrialist, Truman Newberry. Bent on countering Ford's fame and endorsement from President Wilson,
Newberry's campaign spent an extravagant amount, in fact much more than the law seemed to allow. This
led to his conviction under the Federal Corrupt Practices Act but also to his eventual exoneration in the first
campaign finance case to be decided by the U.S. Supreme Court. In Newberry v. United States the Court
ruled that Congress had no jurisdiction to regulate primary elections, a controversial decision that allowed
southern states to create whites-only primaries and stalled campaign finance reform.

In the first book in eight decades on this initial test of federal campaign finance regulations, Paula Baker
examines this case study of state and local campaign spending to describe how politicians found their footing
in an environment created by progressive reform and invented modern campaigns. Through this seminal
election, she pries apart two persistent strains in American political culture: suspicion of money in politics
and suspicion of politics itself.

In reexamining the story of the 1918 election, Baker takes a broad view of the history of the political reform
to probe some of the foundational arguments about why money in politics sometimes seems so corrupt. She
follows the controversy as it unfolded beginning with progressive reform of politics and the remaking of
campaigns then takes readers through the shifting scenes, from Detroit to Washington, where the Ford-
Newberry conflict played out.

Baker reexamines the political divisions between conservatives and progressive reformers to reveal
contradictions in how Progressive Era federal finance regulations worked, with efforts to weaken the power
of political parties and democratize politics actually making campaigns more expensive. And although the
law opened the door to partisan prosecutions for spending, Congress remained unwilling to craft legislation
that actually curbed spending.

While legislation in recent decades largely has aimed at contributions rather than spending and the Supreme
Court has weighed whether specific limits abridge free speech, Progressive Era ideas about money and
politics continue to guide campaign finance reform. Curbing Campaign Cash provides a compelling account
of a key chapter in the history of this issue.
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From reader reviews:

Joanne Hall:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even knowledge to
make these people keep up with the era which is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Curbing Campaign Cash: Henry Ford,
Truman Newberry, and the Politics of Progressive Reform is our recommendation to make you keep up with
the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Colleen Holden:

This book untitled Curbing Campaign Cash: Henry Ford, Truman Newberry, and the Politics of Progressive
Reform to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve
you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will easily to buy this specific book in the book store or you can order
it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, as
you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past this publication
from your list.

Melvin Wilhelm:

This Curbing Campaign Cash: Henry Ford, Truman Newberry, and the Politics of Progressive Reform is
great book for you because the content and that is full of information for you who else always deal with
world and still have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it details accurately using great
plan word or we can claim no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight forward sentences but difficult core information
with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Curbing Campaign Cash: Henry Ford, Truman Newberry, and
the Politics of Progressive Reform in your hand like obtaining the world in your arm, information in it is not
ridiculous just one. We can say that no reserve that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but
this book already do that. So , this really is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt in
which?

Mark Garcia:

With this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
treasured than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books.
One of many books in the top list in your reading list is definitely Curbing Campaign Cash: Henry Ford,
Truman Newberry, and the Politics of Progressive Reform. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry
Inclines can get you closer in becoming precious person. By looking up and review this guide you can get
many advantages.
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