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Ostension is bodily movement that manifests our engagement with things, whether we wish it to or not.
Gestures, glances, facial expressions: all betray our interest in something. Ostension enables our first word
learning, providing infants with a prelinguistic way to grasp the meaning of words. Ostension is
philosophically puzzling; it cuts across domains seemingly unbridgeable -- public--private, inner--outer,
mind--body. In this book, Chad Engelland offers a philosophical investigation of ostension and its role in
word learning by infants. Engelland discusses ostension (distinguishing it from ostensive definition) in
contemporary philosophy, examining accounts by Quine, Davidson, and Gadamer, and he explores relevant
empirical findings in psychology, evolutionary anthropology, and neuroscience. He offers original studies of
four representative historical thinkers whose work enriches the understanding of ostension: Wittgenstein,
Merleau-Ponty, Augustine, and Aristotle. And, building on these philosophical and empirical foundations,
Engelland offers a meticulous analysis of the philosophical issues raised by ostension. He examines the
phenomenological problem of whether embodied intentions are manifest or inferred; the problem of what
concept of mind allows ostensive cues to be intersubjectively available; the epistemological problem of how
ostensive cues, notoriously ambiguous, can be correctly understood; and the metaphysical problem of the
ultimate status of the key terms in his argument: animate movement, language, and mind. Finally, he argues
for the centrality of manifestation in philosophy. Taking ostension seriously, he proposes, has far-reaching
implications for thinking about language and the practice of philosophy.
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From reader reviews:

Johanna Hernandez:

The book Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the best thing like a book
Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind? Some of you have a different opinion about book. But
one aim that book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you may share all of these.
Book Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind has simple shape however, you know: it has great
and massive function for you. You can search the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is
very wonderful.

Kristen Hamilton:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for us. The book Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind
ended up being making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It
is quite advantages for you. The guide Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to be your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your
spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship together with the book Ostension: Word Learning
and the Embodied Mind. You never really feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.

Sonia Cramer:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive
currently, people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of often the crowded
place and notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the
idea for a while is reading. Yep, by reading a reserve your ability to survive improve then having chance to
stand than other is high. In your case who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this particular
Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind book as starter and daily reading e-book. Why, because
this book is more than just a book.

David McCabe:

The book untitled Ostension: Word Learning and the Embodied Mind contain a lot of information on this.
The writer explains her idea with easy technique. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do
definitely not worry, you can easy to read the idea. The book was authored by famous author. The author
brings you in the new time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can keep reading
your smart phone, or gadget, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to
purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice examine.
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