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How do scientists develop new explanations of disease? How do those explanations become accepted as
true? And how does medical diagnosis change when physicians are confronted with new scientific evidence?
These are some of the questions that Paul Thagard pursues in this pathbreaking book that develops a new,
integrative approach to the study of science.

Ranging through the history of medicine, from the Hippocratic theory of humors to modern explanations of
Mad Cow Disease and chronic fatigue syndrome, Thagard analyzes the development and acceptance of
scientific ideas. At the heart of the book is a case study of the recent dramatic shift in medical understanding
of peptic ulcers, most of which are now believed to be caused by infection by the bacterium Helicobacter
pylori. When this explanation was first proposed in 1983, it was greeted with intense skepticism by most
medical experts, but it became widely accepted over the next decade. Thagard discusses the psychological
processes of discovery and acceptance, the physical processes involving instruments and experiments, and
the social processes of collaboration, communication, and consensus that brought about this transformation
in medical knowledge.

How Scientists Explain Disease challenges both traditional philosophy of science, which has viewed science
as largely a matter of logic, and contemporary science studies that view science as largely a matter of power.
Drawing on theories of distributed computing and artificial intelligence, Paul Thagard develops new models
that make sense of scientific change as a complex system of cognitive, social, and physical interactions.

This is a book that will appeal to all readers with an interest in the development of science and medicine. It
combines an engaging style, significant research, and a powerfully original argument.
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From reader reviews:

Nicholas Mishler:

The event that you get from How Scientists Explain Disease could be the more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that
this book is hard to comprehend but How Scientists Explain Disease giving you joy feeling of reading. The
copy writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood simply by anyone who read that
because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book
style are available. We recommend you for having this particular How Scientists Explain Disease instantly.

Jaime McKenney:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this How Scientists Explain Disease, you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours book. Your
knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a publication.

Janice Evans:

Are you kind of active person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be study. How Scientists Explain Disease can be your answer because it
can be read by you actually who have those short spare time problems.

Thomas Rice:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book had been rare? Why
so many query for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy regarding reading. Some people
likes looking at, not only science book but novel and How Scientists Explain Disease or maybe others
sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read
more and more. Science book was created for teacher or even students especially. Those guides are helping
them to include their knowledge. In various other case, beside science publication, any other book likes How
Scientists Explain Disease to make your spare time more colorful. Many types of book like this one.
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