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THROUGHOUT ERICA HELLER’S LIFE, when people learned that Joseph Heller was her father, they
often remarked, “How terrific!” But was there a catch? Like his most famous work, her father was a study in
contradictions: eccentric, brilliant, and voracious, but also mercurial, competitive, and stubborn, with a love
of mischief that sometimes cut too close to the bone. Being raised by such a larger than- life personality
could be claustrophobic, even at the sprawling Upper West Side apartments of the Apthorp, which the
Hellers called home—in one way or another—for forty-five years.

Yossarian Slept Here is Erica Heller’s wickedly funny but also poignant and incisive memoir about growing
up in a family—her iconic father; her wry, beautiful mother, Shirley; her younger brother, Ted; her
relentlessly inventive grandmother Dottie—that could be by turns caring, infuriating, and exasperating,
though anything but dull. From the forbidden pleasures of ordering shrimp cocktail when it was beyond the
family’s budget to spending a summer, as her father’s fame grew, at the Beverly Hills Hotel, Erica details the
Hellers’ charmed—and charmingly turbulent— trajectory. She offers a rare glimpse of meetings with the
Gourmet Club, where her father would dine weekly with Mel Brooks, Zero Mostel, and Mario Puzo, among
others (and from which all wives and children were strictly verboten). She introduces us to many
extraordinary residents of the Apthorp, some famous—George Balanchine, Sidney Poitier, and Lena Horne,
to name a few—and some not famous, but all quite memorable. Yet she also manages to limn the complex
bonds of loyalty and guilt, hurt and healing, that define every family. Erica was among those present at her
father’s bedside as he struggled to recover from Guillain-Barré syndrome and then cared for her mother
when Shirley was diagnosed with terminal cancer after the thirty-eight-year marriage and intensely
passionate partnership with Joe had ended.

Witty and perceptive, and displaying the descriptive gifts of a born storyteller, this authentic and colorful
portrait of life in the Heller household unfolds alongside the saga of the family’s moves into four distinctive
apartments within the Apthorp, each representing a different phase of their lives together—and apart. It is a
story about achieving a dream; about fame and its aftermath; about lasting love, squandered opportunities,
and how to have the best meal in Chinatown.
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From reader reviews:

Edna Garza:

Often the book Yossarian Slept Here: When Joseph Heller Was Dad, the Apthorp Was Home, and Life Was
a Catch-22 will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a book. The author style to describe the
idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to read, this book very appropriate to you. The book
Yossarian Slept Here: When Joseph Heller Was Dad, the Apthorp Was Home, and Life Was a Catch-22 is
much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can easier to
read the book.

Joann Hamilton:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Yossarian Slept Here: When Joseph
Heller Was Dad, the Apthorp Was Home, and Life Was a Catch-22, you can enjoy both. It is good
combination right, you still would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind
hangout guys. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its referred to as reading friends.

Jamie Hernandez:

Is it you actually who having spare time and then spend it whole day by means of watching television
programs or just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Yossarian Slept Here: When
Joseph Heller Was Dad, the Apthorp Was Home, and Life Was a Catch-22 can be the respond to, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your spare time by reading in this new era is
common not a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?

William Hughes:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a e-book we can know
everything we want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This reserve Yossarian Slept Here: When Joseph Heller Was Dad, the Apthorp Was Home,
and Life Was a Catch-22 was filled with regards to science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about
your scientific research competence. Some people has diverse feel when they reading the book. If you know
how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like right now,
many ways to get book which you wanted.
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