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At first glance, the Ford Foundation and the black power movement would make an unlikely partnership.
After the Second World War, the renowned Foundation was the largest philanthropic organization in the
United States and was dedicated to projects of liberal reform. Black power ideology, which promoted self-
determination over color-blind assimilation, was often characterized as radical and divisive. But Foundation
president McGeorge Bundy chose to engage rather than confront black power's challenge to racial liberalism
through an ambitious, long-term strategy to foster the "social development" of racial minorities. The Ford
Foundation not only bankrolled but originated many of the black power era's hallmark legacies: community
control of public schools, ghetto-based economic development initiatives, and race-specific arts and cultural
organizations.

In Top Down, Karen Ferguson explores the consequences of this counterintuitive and unequal relationship
between the liberal establishment and black activists and their ideas. In essence, the white liberal effort to
reforge a national consensus on race had the effect of remaking racial liberalism from the top down—a
domestication of black power ideology that still flourishes in current racial politics. Ultimately, this new
racial liberalism would help foster a black leadership class—including Barack Obama—while
accommodating the intractable inequality that first drew the Ford Foundation to address the "race problem."
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

This Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and
Culture in Modern America) book is just not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands.
The benefit you obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you
will get information which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information you will get. That Top
Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in
Modern America) without we comprehend teach the one who studying it become critical in considering and
analyzing. Don't become worry Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of
Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) can bring when you are and not make your tote
space or bookshelves' become full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even cell phone. This Top
Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in
Modern America) having excellent arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not feel uninterested
in reading.

Maria Casillas:

This Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and
Culture in Modern America) tend to be reliable for you who want to be considered a successful person, why.
The explanation of this Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial
Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) can be one of many great books you must have is
definitely giving you more than just simple looking at food but feed you with information that perhaps will
shock your preceding knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions in e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this Top Down: The Ford Foundation,
Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America) giving you
an enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that could it useful in
your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Vincenza Nagel:

Many people spending their period by playing outside with friends, fun activity along with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book will surely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It fine you
can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Top Down: The Ford
Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern
America) which is getting the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's see.

Kathy Ahmed:

A lot of guide has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by internet on social media. You can



choose the most effective book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is
referred to as of book Top Down: The Ford Foundation, Black Power, and the Reinvention of Racial
Liberalism (Politics and Culture in Modern America). You can add your knowledge by it. Without departing
the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most
crucial that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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