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His Masterpiece By Emile Zola L'oeuvre is the fourteenth novel in the Rougon-Macquart series by Emile
Zola. It was first serialized in the periodical Gil Blas beginning in December 1885 before being published in
novel form by Charpentier in 1886. The title, translated literally as "The Work" (as in work of art), is often
rendered in English as The Masterpiece or His Masterpiece. It refers to the struggles of the protagonist
Claude Lantier to paint a great work reflecting his talent and genius. L'oeuvre is a fictional account of Zola's
friendship with Paul Cézanne and a fairly accurate portrayal of the Parisian art world in the mid 19th century.
Zola and Cézanne grew up together in Aix-en-Provence, the model for Zola's Plassans, where Claude Lantier
is born and receives his education. Like Cézanne, Claude Lantier is a revolutionary artist whose work is
misunderstood by an art-going public hidebound by traditional subjects, techniques and representations.
Many of the characteristics ascribed to Claude Lantier are a compound taken from the lives of several
impressionist painters including Claude Monet, Edouard Manet, as well as Paul Cezanne. Zola's self-portrait
can be seen in the character of the novelist Pierre Sandoz. The book is often blamed for ending the friendship
between Cezanne and Zola. The story of a groundbreaking artist unable to live up to his potential must have
seemed intensely personal to Cezanne; no correspondence exists between the two after a letter in which
Cezanne thanks Zola for sending him the novel. The novel covers about 15 years, ending in 1870. Besides
depicting the bohemian art world of 19th-century Paris, L'oeuvre explores the rise of Realism, Naturalism
and Impressionism in painting. Zola also looks at contemporary sculpture, literature, architecture, music and
journalism, as well as the commodification of art. In creating his portrayal of the Parisian art world Zola
includes several characters who are composites of real-life art world related figures; artists, writers, art
dealers, and friends that he knew. L'oeuvre was translated into English by Ernest A. Vizetelly in 1886
(reprinted by Barnes & Noble in 2006); other translations have appeared since. One of the most readily
accessible is that by Thomas Walton (1957), revised in 1993 for Oxford World's Classics.
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From reader reviews:

Graciela Johnson:

This book untitled His Masterpiece to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that's because
when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit upon it. You will easily to buy that book in the book
shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to
read this book, since you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason for you to past this
reserve from your list.

Karen Plum:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your personal
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book may be option to fill your free of charge time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to consider look for book,
may be the reserve untitled His Masterpiece can be excellent book to read. May be it is usually best activity
to you.

Terry Kline:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by examining a
book. Ugh, do you consider reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book
everywhere? It fine you can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like
His Masterpiece which is obtaining the e-book version. So , why not try out this book? Let's observe.

Thomas Rice:

Is it you who having spare time in that case spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This His Masterpiece can be the answer, oh how
comes? A book you know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era
is common not a geek activity. So what these books have than the others?
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