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The slaughter of animals for religious feasts, the tinkling of bells to ward off evil during holy rites, the
custom of dancing in religious services-these and many other pagan practices persisted in the Christian
church for hundreds of years after Constantine proclaimed Christianity the one official religion of Rome. In
this book, Ramsay MacMullen investigates the transition from paganism to Christianity between the fourth
and eighth centuries. He reassesses the triumph of Christianity, contending that it was neither tidy nor quick,
and he shows that the two religious systems were both vital during an interactive period that lasted far longer
than historians have previously believed. MacMullen explores the influences of paganism and Christianity
upon each other. In a rich discussion of the different strengths of the two systems, he demonstrates that
pagan beliefs were not eclipsed or displaced by Christianity but persisted or were transformed. The victory of
the Christian church, he explains, was one not of obliteration but of widening embrace and assimilation. This
fascinating book also includes new material on the Christian persecution of pagans over the centuries
through methods that ranged from fines to crucifixion; the mixture of motives in conversion; the
stubbornness of pagan resistance; the difficulty of satisfying the demands and expectations of new converts;
and the degree of assimilation of Christianity to paganism.
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From reader reviews:

Wanda Legros:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your problem; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries. Try to face the
book Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries as your good friend. It means that it can to
become your friend when you really feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than ever. Yeah,
it is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every little thing by
the book. So , we need to make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Bradley Simpson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have far more or little spare time? That's why,
you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to
take a move, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open as well as read a book called Christianity
and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You understand
beside you can spend your time with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do you agree with it
is opinion or you have different opinion?

Carol Johnson:

Why? Because this Christianity and Paganism in the Fourth to Eighth Centuries is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap it but latter it will surprise you with the secret this inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This unique book will
give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your
critical thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the book
store hurriedly.

Colton Fierros:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Christianity and Paganism in the
Fourth to Eighth Centuries is simple to bring you can read it in the area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If
you did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.
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