
The Secret City: Woodlawn Cemetery and the
Buried History of New York

Fred Goodman

Click here if your download doesn"t start automatically

http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0767906470
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0767906470
http://youkof.club/go/read.php?id=0767906470


The Secret City: Woodlawn Cemetery and the Buried History
of New York

Fred Goodman

The Secret City: Woodlawn Cemetery and the Buried History of New York Fred Goodman

In the spirit of Joseph Mitchell and E. L. Doctorow, a haunting and genre-defying portrait gallery of
once-eminent, now half-forgotten New Yorkers buried in the city’s largest cemetery

Woodlawn Cemetery is a massive necropolis, four hundred immaculately and privately maintained acres in
the north Bronx that serve as the final resting place for three hundred thousand New Yorkers. It is a place of
startling serenity and architectural distinction as well as cultural and historical significance that nonetheless
remains unknown to the majority of people who live in the city. Which is surprising when one learns that its
(very) long-term inhabitants include Herman Melville, Duke Ellington, Robert Moses, Fiorello La Guardia,
Miles Davis, and dozens of Gilded Age grandees—including Goulds and Astors—who were determined to
spend eternity with opulence to match their residences while alive.

Writer Fred Goodman stumbled upon Woodlawn one day when he wandered off his bicycling path. The
Secret City is the product of his frankly obsessive researches into the lives of many of the once famed, now
forgotten men and women buried there. Featuring nine dramatic episodes, chronologically arranged, each
story presents an exceptional individual caught up in a defining or historical moment of New York’s social,
political, commercial, or artistic life. Readers meet phrenologist and publisher Orson Fowler, ASPCA
founder Henry Bergh, Gilded Age railroad magnate Austin Corbin, political satirist Finley Peter Dunne,
“Boy Mayor” John Purroy Mitchel, attorney Francis Garvan, sculptor Attilio Piccirilli, Harlem Renaissance
poet Countee Cullen, leftist East Harlem Congressman Vito Marcantonio, and pioneering aviatrix Ruth
Nichols.

Framing and tying together these novelistic tales is the first-person narrative of the author’s discovery of
Woodlawn and his research. The Secret City is, then, an act of resurrection—a way of putting flesh on the
anonymous dead, and humanizing and demystifying a city whose fabulous history is, too often, interred with
its inhabitants.
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From reader reviews:

Joy Hanson:

What do you ponder on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't would like do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book The Secret City:
Woodlawn Cemetery and the Buried History of New York. All type of book is it possible to see on many
solutions. You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Allison Carson:

The book The Secret City: Woodlawn Cemetery and the Buried History of New York will bring that you the
new experience of reading any book. The author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new
book to read, this book very suitable to you. The book The Secret City: Woodlawn Cemetery and the Buried
History of New York is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book through the official
web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

James Ames:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This The Secret City: Woodlawn Cemetery and the
Buried History of New York can be the reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date,
spending your free time by reading in this fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these
publications have than the others?

Elizabeth Fischer:

Guide is one of source of information. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen have to have book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the
world. With the book The Secret City: Woodlawn Cemetery and the Buried History of New York we can
consider more advantage. Don't you to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read a
book. Just choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life by this
book The Secret City: Woodlawn Cemetery and the Buried History of New York. You can more appealing
than now.
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