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The main purpose of The Movies on My Mind: Collected Criticism, 2002-2007 is to stake out territory for a
certain type of film critic, somewhere between a reviewer-journalist and a scholar-theorist. At a time when
the movie review has degenerated into mere publicity for Hollywood pictures and film scholarship has
become entangled in its own pseudo-scientific discourse, the author offers close readings of individual films
that go beyond simple plot summaries and vague impressions about acting (the province of the newspaper
review), on the one hand, yet that pull up short of arid hermetic academic discourse (the province of the
scholarly monograph), on the other hand. With elegance, clarity, and rigor, the author tries ever to
demonstrate that the cinema means as well as shows, and his ultimate aim is to explain how moviemakers
use the resources of the medium to pursue complex, significant humanistic goals. Thus, in addition to
chronicling the vitality and richness of international film art, The Movies on My Mind aims to facilitate its
understanding and appreciation. To wit, the reviewsâor, better, chroniclesâcontained in The Movies on My
Mind are acts of analysis and interpretation in the humanistic senses of those words; they are neither
theoretical musings nor pedantic tracts. As such, this book can be considered a call for the return of practical
criticism as the best way to understand and appreciate the work of cinematic artists. These include, in the
present collection, directors from such countries as France, England, the United States, Austria, Iran, Italy,
Israel, Senegal, Afghanistan, Sweden, Finland, Columbia, (post-Soviet) Georgia, Japan, Argentina, South
Korea, and Belgium. Contemporary films like The Passion of the Christ, The Pianist, The Hours, and Eternal
Sunshine of the Spotless Mind are treated, as well as classics like Winter Light, La Strada, To Be or Not to
Be, and How I Won the War. These review-essays themselves are supplemented by a bibliography of related
criticism, directorsâ filmographies, individual film credits, and a thoroughgoing index. There are other books
on international, art-house cinema, but there are few that feature the international or global perspective of
The Movies on My Mind. It is to other collections of film criticism that this book should be compared,
however, since its real strength is critical. And there arenât very many recent books that provide this kind of
close analysis of contemporary movies together with a number of classics, and of some important directorial
and critical careers as well. The Movies on My Mind thus offers a refreshing, readable alternative to both the
facile, stargazing monographs that one can find in any chain bookstore and the arcane academic publications
that deal with phenomenology, historiography, the politics of gender, race, and class, and the cognitive
dissection of film style and technique.
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From reader reviews:

James Hopwood:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children till adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book The Movies on my Mind: Selected Criticism, 2002-2007 had
been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The book The Movies on my Mind: Selected Criticism, 2002-2007 is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also for being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship with all the book The Movies on my Mind:
Selected Criticism, 2002-2007. You never truly feel lose out for everything should you read some books.

Thomas Evans:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information currently can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider any time those information which is inside former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have
the unstable resource then you understand it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for
you. All those possibilities will not happen in you if you take The Movies on my Mind: Selected Criticism,
2002-2007 as the daily resource information.

Marla Brinker:

You are able to spend your free time to read this book this publication. This The Movies on my Mind:
Selected Criticism, 2002-2007 is simple bringing you can read it in the area, in the beach, train and also
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the e-book. It is make
you better to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that
you will get when you buy this book.

Sophie Clark:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book means, more simple and reachable. This specific The Movies on my Mind: Selected Criticism, 2002-
2007 can give you a lot of pals because by you looking at this one book you have point that they don't and
make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of one step for you to get
success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend doesn't understand, by knowing
more than various other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? We should have The Movies on
my Mind: Selected Criticism, 2002-2007.
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