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In America after the Civil War, the emancipation of four million slaves and the explosion of Chinese
immigration fundamentally challenged traditional ideas about who belonged in the national polity. As
Americans struggled to redefine citizenship in the United States, the "Negro Problem" and the "Chinese
Question" dominated the debate.

During this turbulent period, which witnessed the Supreme Court's Plessy v. Ferguson decision and passage
of the Chinese Exclusion Act, among other restrictive measures, American Baptists promoted religion
instead of race as the primary marker of citizenship. Through its domestic missionary wing, the American
Baptist Home Missionary Society, Baptists ministered to former slaves in the South and Chinese immigrants
on the Pacific coast. Espousing an ideology of evangelical nationalism, in which the country would be united
around Christianity rather than a particular race or creed, Baptists advocated inclusion of Chinese and
African Americans in the national polity. Their hope for a Christian nation hinged on the social
transformation of these two groups through spiritual and educational uplift. By 1900, the Society had helped
establish important institutions that are still active today, including the Chinese Baptist Church and many
historically black colleges and universities.

Citizens of a Christian Nation chronicles the intertwined lives of African Americans, Chinese Americans,
and the white missionaries who ministered to them. It traces the radical, religious, and nationalist ideology of
the domestic mission movement, examining both the opportunities provided by the egalitarian tradition of
evangelical Christianity and the limits imposed by its assumptions of cultural difference. The book further
explores how blacks and Chinese reimagined the evangelical nationalist project to suit their own needs and
hopes.

Historian Derek Chang brings together for the first time African American and Chinese American religious
histories through a multitiered local, regional, national, and even transnational analysis of race, nationalism,
and evangelical thought and practice.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Glass:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or all
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, about to beach, or picnic from the
park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
own free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for book, may be
the reserve untitled Citizens of a Christian Nation: Evangelical Missions and the Problem of Race in the
Nineteenth Century (Politics and Culture in Modern America) can be excellent book to read. May be it can
be best activity to you.

Larry Swartz:

The book Citizens of a Christian Nation: Evangelical Missions and the Problem of Race in the Nineteenth
Century (Politics and Culture in Modern America) has a lot details on it. So when you read this book you can
get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to
write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the point easily after perusing this book.

Willie Dreher:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you are in the book store? Aim to pick one
book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its cover may doesn't work is difficult job
because you are frightened that the inside maybe not seeing that fantastic as in the outside appearance likes.
Maybe you answer can be Citizens of a Christian Nation: Evangelical Missions and the Problem of Race in
the Nineteenth Century (Politics and Culture in Modern America) why because the excellent cover that make
you consider concerning the content will not disappoint you actually. The inside or content is usually
fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.

Marni Johnson:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library or make
summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's soul or real their leisure
activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generally there but
nothing reading really. Any students feel that examining is not important, boring along with can't see colorful
images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this
period of time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this Citizens of a Christian Nation: Evangelical Missions and the Problem of Race in the
Nineteenth Century (Politics and Culture in Modern America) can make you sense more interested to read.
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