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Finalist for Best Jazz Book of the Year Award from the Jazz Journalists Association

The things that I have, I’ll give to you. This is my legacy with you, Albert. This is my last hoo-rah. So begins
the autobiography of Jonathan David Samuel Jones—or as the world better knows him, Papa Jo Jones.
Playing with Count Basie and his orchestra when they exploded out of Kansas City in 1936 and took the
world by storm, Jones went on to inspire generations of jazz drummers, but until now few have had access to
his own remarkable story.

Rifftide presents Jones’s inimitable life and opinions, as originally told by Jones to the prominent jazz
historian and novelist Albert Murray and now transcribed, arranged, and introduced by Paul Devlin. Drawn
from fourteen tapes recorded over eight years beginning in 1977, Rifftide is an impressionistic series of riffs
and tales by Jones: his life as a musician on the road in segregated America, his outstanding solo career
following his years with the Basie band, and his interactions with iconic artists and cultural figures of the
time, including Ralph Ellison, James Baldwin, Langston Hughes, Duke Ellington, Louis Armstrong, Bill
“Bojangles” Robinson, and Satchell Paige.

A true American original and jazz luminary, Papa Jo Jones bedazzled and intrigued many with his
outrageous, volatile personality and his innovative drumming—and nowhere does his fierce intellect and
humor shine more marvelously than in his life’s telling. With a fascinating introduction and annotations by
Paul Devlin and an afterword by Phil Schaap, jazz historian and longtime friend of Jones, Rifftide reveals a
man at the forefront of both a whole new form of music and a country in the midst of incredible turmoil and
opportunity. As Jones himself puts it: Listen man, I’ve had a hell of a time . . .
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From reader reviews:

Eric Lowe:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As we know that
book is very important for all of us. The book Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones had been
making you to know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite
advantages for you. The guide Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
current spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with all the book Rifftide: The Life and
Opinions of Papa Jo Jones. You never really feel lose out for everything when you read some books.

Douglas Dossett:

The knowledge that you get from Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones is the more deep you
looking the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not
mean that this book is hard to understand but Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones giving you
excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
by means of anyone who read the item because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of Rifftide: The
Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones instantly.

Robert Rooks:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got learners? We believe that that question was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. And also you
know that little person like reading or as looking at become their hobby. You need to understand that reading
is very important in addition to book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update concerning
something by book. Numerous books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Rifftide:
The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones.

Gene Lyons:

A number of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose the book Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo
Jones to make your own reading is interesting. Your skill of reading talent is developing when you like
reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the sensation about book
and studying especially. It is to be initial opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside
that the e-book Rifftide: The Life and Opinions of Papa Jo Jones can to be a newly purchased friend when
you're feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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