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Pirate attacks in the waters off Somalia and the Horn of Africa, including those on U.S.-flagged vessels, have
brought renewed international attention to the long-standing problem of maritime piracy. According to the
International Maritime Bureau (IMB), at least 219 attacks occurred in the region in 2010, with 49 successful
hijackings. Somali pirates have attacked ships in the Gulf of Aden, along Somalia’s eastern coastline, and
outward into the Indian Ocean. Using increasingly sophisticated tactics, these pirates now operate as far east
as the Maldives in good weather, and as far south as the Mozambique Channel. Hostage taking for ransom
has been a hallmark of Somali piracy, and the IMB reports that more hostages, over 1,180, were taken at sea
in 2010 than any year since records began; over 86% of those were taken by Somali pirates.

The increase in pirate attacks off the Horn of Africa is directly linked to continuing insecurity and the
absence of the rule of law in war-torn Somalia. The absence of a functioning central government there
provides freedom of action for pirates and remains the single greatest challenge to regional security. The lack
of law enforcement capacity creates a haven where pirates hold hostages during ransom negotiations that can
last for months. Some allege that the absence of Somali coastal security authorities has allowed illegal
international fishing and maritime dumping to go unchecked, which in turn has undermined coastal
communities’ economic prospects, providing economic or political motivation to some pirates. The apparent
motive of most pirate groups, however, is profit, and piracy has proven to be lucrative. Somalia’s “pirate
economy” has grown substantially in the past two years, with ransoms now averaging more than $5 million.
These revenues may further exacerbate the ongoing conflict and undermine regional security.

The annual cost of piracy to the global economy ranges between $7 and $12 billion, by some estimates. The
U.N Security Council has issued a series of resolutions since 2008 to facilitate an international response,
which is coordinated by a multilateral Contact Group. The Council has authorized international navies to
counter piracy both in Somali territorial waters and ashore, with the consent of Somalia’s Transitional
Federal Government (TFG), and has also authorized, as an exemption to the U.N. arms embargo on Somalia,
support for the TFG security forces.

Counter-piracy patrols by multinational naval forces near Somalia are intended to compliment mariners’
self-protection measures. Increased patrols and proactive efforts by ships have reduced attacks in the Gulf of
Aden, but the U.N. Secretary-General warns that “while the effectiveness of naval disruption operations has
increased and more pirates have been arrested and prosecuted, this has not stopped piracy. The trend of the
increased levels of violence employed by the pirates as well as their expanding reach is disconcerting.” Some
suggest that a perception of impunity exists among pirates and financiers; nine out of ten Somali pirates
apprehended by naval patrols are reportedly released because no jurisdiction is prepared to prosecute them.

The United States has sought to prevent, disrupt, and prosecute Somali piracy through a range of interagency
and multilateral coordination and enforcement mechanisms. The Obama Administration has initiated a new
“dual track” policy toward Somalia, where some contend that international efforts to build a credible central
authority have failed. Congress has examined options to address piracy both diplomatically and militarily.
Congress appropriates funding and provides oversight for policy initiatives with implications for piracy in
the region, including maritime security assistance to regional governments, support to peacekeeping
operations in Somalia, and funding for U.S. Navy operations.
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From reader reviews:

Alyson Hardy:

The book untitled Piracy off the Horn of Africa is the book that recommended to you to see. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that publisher use to
explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The article writer was did a lot of analysis
when write the book, therefore the information that they share to you is absolutely accurate. You also can get
the e-book of Piracy off the Horn of Africa from the publisher to make you more enjoy free time.

Anthony Hubbard:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always aim to and must have the spare time or they will get wide
range of stress from both daily life and work. So , when we ask do people have spare time, we will say
absolutely sure. People is human not a robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity are you
experiencing when the spare time coming to anyone of course your answer may unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is actually Piracy off the Horn of Africa.

Leslie White:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Piracy off the Horn of Africa, you
are able to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Carolyn Rolon:

This Piracy off the Horn of Africa is great book for you because the content that is full of information for
you who all always deal with world and also have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it
details accurately using great coordinate word or we can declare no rambling sentences inside it. So if you
are read that hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward
sentences but tricky core information with beautiful delivering sentences. Having Piracy off the Horn of
Africa in your hand like keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous just one. We can say that
no guide that offer you world with ten or fifteen tiny right but this publication already do that. So , this really
is good reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt in which?
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