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Chiang Mai (literally, "new city") suffered badly in the 1997 Asian financial crisis as the Northern Thai real
estate bubble collapsed along with the Thai baht, crushing dreams of a renaissance of Northern prosperity.
Years later, the ruins of the excesses of the 1990s still stain the skyline. In Ghosts of the New City, Andrew
Alan Johnson shows how the trauma of the crash, brought back vividly by the political crisis of 2006, haunts
efforts to remake the city. For many Chiang Mai residents, new developments harbour the seeds of the crash,
which manifest themselves in anxious stories of ghosts and criminals who conceal themselves behind the
city's progressive veneer. Hopes for rebirth and fears of decline have their roots in Thai conceptions of
progress, which draw from Buddhist and animist ideas of power and sacrality. Cities, Johnson argues, were
centres where the charismatic power of kings and animist spirits were grounded; these entities assured
progress by imbuing the space with sacred power that would avert disaster. Johnson traces such magico-
religious conceptions of potency and space from historical records through present-day popular religious
practice and draws parallels between these and secular attempts at urban revitalization. Through a detailed
ethnography of the contested ways in which academics, urban activists, spirit mediums, and architects seek
to revitalize the flagging economy and infrastructure of Chiang Mai, Johnson finds that alongside the hope
for progress there exists a discourse about urban ghosts, deadly construction sites, and the lurking anxiety of
another possible crash, a discourse that calls into question history's upward trajectory. In this way, Ghosts of
the New City draws new connections between urban history and popular religion that have implications far
beyond Southeast Asia.
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From reader reviews:

Mark Sawyers:

The book Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast
Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want.
So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and
the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory)? Several of you have
a different opinion about guide. But one aim which book can give many data for us. It is absolutely right.
Right now, try to closer using your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each
other; you may share all of these. Book Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress
in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) has simple shape but the truth is know: it
has great and large function for you. You can appear the enormous world by wide open and read a book. So
it is very wonderful.

Sandra Earnhardt:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys that aren't like that. This Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress
in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) book is readable by means of you who hate
the straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to provide to you. The writer involving Ghosts of the New
City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and
Memory) content conveys objective easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the written content but it just different as it. So , do you even now thinking Ghosts of the
New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning,
and Memory) is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Many Shirley:

The ability that you get from Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang
Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) is the more deep you digging the information that hide
in the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of
but Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia:
Politics, Meaning, and Memory) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in
certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the author of this book is
well-known enough. This particular book also makes your vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for
having this specific Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai
(Southeast Asia: Politics, Meaning, and Memory) instantly.



Veda Howard:

A lot of guide has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the top
book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is referred to as of book
Ghosts of the New City: Spirits, Urbanity, and the Ruins of Progress in Chiang Mai (Southeast Asia: Politics,
Meaning, and Memory). You can add your knowledge by it. Without causing the printed book, it could
possibly add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must aware
about book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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