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Water for Gotham tells the spirited story of New York's evolution as a great city by examining its struggle
for that vital and basic element--clean water. Drawing on primary sources, personal narratives, and
anecdotes, Gerard Koeppel demonstrates how quickly the shallow wells of Dutch New Amsterdam were
overwhelmed, leaving the English and American city beleaguered by filth, epidemics, and fires. This
situation changed only when an outside water source was finally secured in 1842--the Croton Aqueduct, a
model for urban water supplies in the United States.

As the fertile wilderness enjoyed by the first Europeans in Manhattan vanishes and the magnitude of New
York's water problem grows, the reader is introduced to the plans of Christopher Colles, builder of the first
American steam engine, and of Joseph Browne, the first to call for a mainland water source for this island-
city. In this vividly written true-life fable of the "Fools of Gotham," the chief obstacle to the aqueduct is the
Manhattan Company. Masterminded by Aaron Burr, with the complicity of Alexander Hamilton and other
leading New Yorkers, the company was a ruse, serving as the charter for a bank--today's Chase Manhattan.
The cholera epidemic of 1832 and the great fire three years later were instrumental in forcing the city's
leaders to finally unite and regain New York's water rights.

Koeppel's account of the developments leading up to the Croton Aqueduct reveals it as a triumph not only of
inspired technology but of political will. With over forty archival photographs and drawings, Water for
Gotham demonstrates the deep interconnections between natural resource management, urban planning, and
civic leadership. As New York today retakes its waterfront and boasts famous tap water, this book is a
valuable reminder of how much vision and fortitude are required to make a great city function and thrive.
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Davis:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important usually. The book Water for Gotham: A History. seemed to be making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It is quite advantages for you.
The reserve Water for Gotham: A History. is not only giving you far more new information but also to get
your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try to
make relationship with the book Water for Gotham: A History.. You never experience lose out for
everything in the event you read some books.

Marjorie Brown:

This Water for Gotham: A History. are usually reliable for you who want to be considered a successful
person, why. The main reason of this Water for Gotham: A History. can be one of many great books you
must have is usually giving you more than just simple studying food but feed anyone with information that
possibly will shock your before knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere
and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Water for
Gotham: A History. forcing you to have an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you tryout
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Jeffery Herring:

This book untitled Water for Gotham: A History. to be one of several books this best seller in this year, this
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book shop or you can order it via online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book too. It makes
you quickly to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your
account to past this book from your list.

Robin Bone:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information easier
to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, newspapers, book, and
soon. You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to you personally is Water for Gotham: A History. this e-book consist a lot of the information
with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has grown up.
The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some
exploration when he makes this book. That's why this book suited all of you.
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