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Why has one game, alone among the thousands of games invented and played throughout human history, not
only survived but thrived within every culture it has touched? What is it about its thirty-two figurative
pieces, moving about its sixty-four black and white squares according to very simple rules, that has
captivated people for nearly 1,500 years? Why has it driven some of its greatest players into paranoia and
madness, and yet is hailed as a remarkably powerful intellectual tool?

Nearly everyone has played chess at some point in their lives. Its rules and pieces have served as a metaphor
for society, influencing military strategy, mathematics, artificial intelligence, and literature and the arts. It
has been condemned as the devil’s game by popes, rabbis, and imams, and lauded as a guide to proper living
by other popes, rabbis, and imams. Marcel Duchamp was so absorbed in the game that he ignored his wife
on their honeymoon. Caliph Muhammad al-Amin lost his throne (and his head) trying to checkmate a
courtier. Ben Franklin used the game as a cover for secret diplomacy.

In his wide-ranging and ever-fascinating examination of chess, David Shenk gleefully unearths the hidden
history of a game that seems so simple yet contains infinity. From its invention somewhere in India around
500 A.D., to its enthusiastic adoption by the Persians and its spread by Islamic warriors, to its remarkable use
as a moral guide in the Middle Ages and its political utility in the Enlightenment, to its crucial importance in
the birth of cognitive science and its key role in the aesthetic of modernism in twentieth-century art, to its
twenty-first-century importance in the development of artificial intelligence and use as a teaching tool in
inner-city America, chess has been a remarkably omnipresent factor in the development of civilization.
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From reader reviews:

Myron Abbott:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also be a life style. This reading routine give you lot of
advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information inside the book
that will improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of e-book you read,
if you want attract knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want really feel happy
read one using theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The actual The Immortal Game: A History of
Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science and the
Human Brain is kind of e-book which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Linda Thomas:

People live in this new day time of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the free time or they will get lot
of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you have when the
spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book you have read
is The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our
Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain.

Larry Tatro:

Do you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its cover may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer might be The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32
Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain why
because the wonderful cover that make you consider regarding the content will not disappoint anyone. The
inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside as well as cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly
guide you to pick up this book.

Christopher Wilkerson:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As we know those
ebooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
book The Immortal Game: A History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our
Understanding of War, Art, Science and the Human Brain we can consider more advantage. Don't someone
to be creative people? For being creative person must choose to read a book. Just choose the best book that
suitable with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life at this time book The Immortal Game: A



History of Chess, or How 32 Carved Pieces on a Board Illuminated Our Understanding of War, Art, Science
and the Human Brain. You can more desirable than now.
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