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In this eye-opening work, the president of the ACLU takes a hard look at the human and social costs of the
War on Terror. Over a decade after 9/11, it is far from clear that the government's hastily adopted
antiterrorist tactics--such as the Patriot Act--are keeping us safe, but it is increasingly clear that these
emergency measures in fact have the potential to ravage our lives--and have already done just that to
countless Americans.

From the Oregon lawyer falsely suspected of involvement with terrorism in Spain to the former University of
Idaho football player arrested on the pretext that he was needed as a "material witness" (though he was never
called to testify), this book is filled with unsettling stories of ordinary people caught in the government's
dragnet. These are not just isolated mistakes in an otherwise sound program, but demonstrations of what can
happen when our constitutional protections against government abuse are abandoned. Whether it's running a
chat room, contributing to a charity, or even urging a terrorist group to forego its violent tactics, activities
that should be protected by the First Amendment can now lead to prosecution. Blacklists and watchlists keep
people grounded at airports and strand American citizens abroad, although these lists are rife with errors--
errors that cannot be challenged. National Security Letters allow the FBI to demand records about innocent
people from libraries, financial institutions, and internet service providers without ever going to court.
Government databanks now brim with information about every aspect of our private lives, while efforts to
mount legal challenges to these measures have been stymied.

Barack Obama, like George W. Bush, relies on secrecy and exaggerated claims of presidential prerogative to
keep the courts and Congress from fully examining whether these laws and policies are constitutional,
effective, or even counterproductive. Democracy itself is undermined. This book is a wake-up call for all
Americans, who remain largely unaware of the post-9/11 surveillance regime's insidious and continuing
growth.
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From reader reviews:

Beverly McGahey:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are really reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book after they found difficult
problem or even exercise. Well, probably you will want this Taking Liberties: The War on Terror and the
Erosion of American Democracy.

Velda Thornley:

The book with title Taking Liberties: The War on Terror and the Erosion of American Democracy contains a
lot of information that you can discover it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book
exist new understanding the information that exist in this publication represented the condition of the world
right now. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This book will bring
you with new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can read
the idea anywhere you want.

Chester Grantham:

Taking Liberties: The War on Terror and the Erosion of American Democracy can be one of your nice books
that are good idea. We all recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that could
increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the
information. The author giving his/her effort that will put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing
Taking Liberties: The War on Terror and the Erosion of American Democracy but doesn't forget the main
level, giving the reader the hottest along with based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among
it. This great information could drawn you into brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Robert Brown:

A lot of guide has printed but it is different. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the
most effective book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of
book Taking Liberties: The War on Terror and the Erosion of American Democracy. Contain your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it could add your knowledge and make an
individual happier to read. It is most significant that, you must aware about reserve. It can bring you from
one destination to other place.
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