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Gender and sexual identity formation is an ongoing anthropological conversation in both Middle Eastern
studies and urban studies, but the story of gay and lesbian identity in the Middle East is only just beginning
to be told. Queer Beirut is the first ethnographic study of queer lives in the Arab Middle East. Drawing on
anthropology, urban studies, gender studies, queer studies, and sociocultural theory, Sofian Merabet's
compelling ethnography suggests a critical theory of gender and religious identity formations that will
disrupt conventional anthropological premises about the contingent role that society and particular urban
spaces have in facilitating the emergence of various subcultures within the city.

From 1995 to 2014, Merabet made a series of ethnographic journeys to Lebanon, during which he
interviewed numerous gay men in Beirut. Through their life stories, Merabet crafts moving ethnographic
narratives and explores how Lebanese gays inhabit and perform their gender as they formulate their sense of
identity. He also examines the notion of "queer space" in Beirut and the role that this city, its class and
sectarian structure, its colonial history, and religion have played in these people's discovery and exploration
of their sexualities. In using Beirut as a microcosm for the complexities of homosexual relationships in
contemporary Lebanon, Queer Beirut provides a critical standpoint from which to deepen our understandings
of gender rights and citizenship in the structuring of social inequality within the larger context of the Middle
East.
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From reader reviews:

Robert Wilkerson:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or that for all people in
the world, the actual best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has several personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
would like do that. You must know how great and important the book Queer Beirut. All type of book would
you see on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Carolyn Rodriguez:

This book untitled Queer Beirut to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book store or you can order it through online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you
more easily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart phone. So there is no reason to
your account to past this e-book from your list.

Ada Peterson:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Queer Beirut the mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that
maybe not known for but surely might be your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a e-book then
become one web form conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get prior to. The Queer Beirut
giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also giving you useful information for
your better life with this era. So now let us explain to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and
mind will be pleased when you are finished studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary
wasting spare time activity?

Donna Valdez:

E-book is one of source of know-how. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen need book to know the update information of year in order to year. As we know
those textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. Through the book Queer Beirut we can acquire more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative
people? To become creative person must want to read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suited
with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by this book Queer Beirut. You can more pleasing
than now.
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