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Walk into your local grocery store and down the produce aisle, and you’ll find a dazzling array of citrus,
from navel oranges and clementines to grapefruit and key limes—and sometimes even more exotic fare like
the Japanese yuzu or the baboon lemon. Nearly 100 million tons of citrus are produced globally every year,
but where did these fruits first come from? How did they find their way into the Western world? And how
did they become both a culinary and cultural phenomenon?
           
Pierre Laszlo here traces the spectacular rise and spread of citrus across the globe: from Southeast Asia in
4000 BC through North Africa and the Roman Empire to early modern Spain and Portugal, whose explorers
introduced the fruits to the Americas during the 1500s. Blending scientific rigor with personal curiosity,
Citrus ransacks over two millennia of world history, exploring the numerous roles that citrus has played in
agriculture, horticulture, cooking, nutrition, religion, and art—from the Jewish feast of the Tabernacles
through the gardens and courts of Versailles to the canvasses of Vincent van Gogh to the orange groves of
southern California and the juicing industry of today.

“Laszlo . . . has approached the lore of citrus fruit with the élan of a master chef (the man is French, after
all), mixing history, economics, biology and chemistry to produce a book that will bring a smile to readers of
every taste.”—Natural History
 
“Altogether charming, eccentric, erudite, and definitely worth the price.”—Times Higher Education
Supplement
 
“Stimulating. . . . Laszlo shows that the citrus fruit ‘is a treasure trove of chemicals that are highly useful to
humankind’—which also happens to taste wonderful.”—Sunday Times (UK)
 
“A short but brilliant account of 6,000 years of citrus fruits that should be devoured with fervor.”—Financial
Times
 
“Did you know there are a billion citrus trees under cultivation, or that grapefruit juice may potentiate the
effects of Viagra? Citrus mines over two millennia of history to explore the spread of these fruits out of Asia,
their commercialization in the United States, and enduring symbolism the world over.”—New Scientist
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From reader reviews:

Alicia Gentry:

With other case, little persons like to read book Citrus: A History. You can choose the best book if you'd
prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important some sort of book Citrus: A History.
You can add understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right,
mainly because from book you can learn everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you
can be known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open
a book or searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Kenneth Sisk:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading addiction
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information inside the
book in which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of
publication you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the Citrus: A History is kind of
reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Richard Hunt:

You may get this Citrus: A History by look at the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing it
might to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not
only by means of written or printed but additionally can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the modern
era like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose
your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make
your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Shirley Pedro:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source in which filled update of news.
With this modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You
can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
trying to find the Citrus: A History when you necessary it?
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