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Over a period of thirty years Lynda Koolish has been photographing African American authors in their
homes, at public readings, in universities, and at conferences and festivals.

As this volume of her photographs presents the faces of acclaimed African American writers, it also
highlights the diversity within African American literature and celebrates the many genres it explores.
Koolish includes authors of diverse identities--Caribbean writers who have immigrated to the United States,
writers of mixed heritage, writers who proudly proclaim their African roots, playwrights, poets, novelists,
critics, scholars, short story writers, oral storytellers, and memoirists.

Koolish's photographs convey a sense of clarity, warmth, and beauty. Along with each portrait she provides a
short biographical essay that comprises the artistic vision of the author. Her superb gallery of fifty-nine
black-and-white photographs presents a grand assembly.

"We know these authors," Cynthia Tucker says. "We know their words. We can quote favorite passages from
their essays, their poems, their novels. Yet we have rarely seen their faces. We have rarely seen them reading
their works, talking to audiences, explaining their views. We know some important part of them but cannot
attach to it a pair of eyes, a furrowed brow, a head full of dreadlocks. Now we can look at the eyes that see so
much, that transform our understanding of the world. And we can look for, even if we cannot hope to find,
the source of their genius."

This is the first book devoted exclusively to photographic portraits of African American writers since Carl
Van Vechten's work featuring Harlem Renaissance writers in the 1920s and 1930s.
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From reader reviews:

Pamela Bradley:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a knowledge or any news even restricted. What people must be consider
any time those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one would work to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen in you if you take African American Writers: Portraits and Visions as the
daily resource information.

Diana Saffold:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Do you realize? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV,
or playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity this is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the
whole day to reading a publication. The book African American Writers: Portraits and Visions it is rather
good to read. There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book.
When you did not have enough space to bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore
easily to read this book from the smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book features high quality.

Anna Gann:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not hoping African American Writers: Portraits
and Visions that give your satisfaction preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading
behavior all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how
they react when it comes to the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading habit only for the geeky
person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all of you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick African American Writers: Portraits and Visions become your
current starter.

Mark Hernandez:

Is it you who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something new? This African American Writers: Portraits and Visions
can be the respond to, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra
time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these textbooks have than the
others?
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