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John Sibley was a homeless artist living in winter on the streets of Chicago for six months. The terrain is
Chicago’s Loop, Near Westside and the now abolished Maxwell Street open-air-market between 1989 and
2005. His aim in these philosophical essays is to shed light on a growing global problem. "Being and
Homelessness" is not as much concerned with the cause but the wretched anxiety and pain of being
homeless, which forces one to live, to exist in an in-authentic mode of "being-in-the-world." Sibley uses an
existential lens to focus on this ghastly problem because the homeless being-in- itself is forged in
rootlessness, displacement, and their lives are governed by the existential D’s of death, dread and despair.
After his dark night of the spirit Sibley believes that being homeless in the world, displaced and rootless, is
one of the most terrifying challenges that a human can experience. "I gazed down into the underbelly of the
abyss. I am blessed that I escaped the stygian darkness of the nether world of alleys, bridge viaducts, vacant
cars and subways caverns. To escape that region of dread and despair teaches you that pain and suffering are
central to the human condition," he writes. In these essays Sibley uses the term "being-in-the-world" as an
experience that makes one acutely aware of that gap between consciousness and objects in the world. Being-
in-the-world makes the homeless aware of a distance, an emptiness, a gap that separates them from the
region of things. This essay is a plea to maximize this nation’s resources, both public and private to help the
wretched existence of the homeless. "I cannot recall the exact day-to-day or month-to-month suffering that I
endured, but the existential feeling of dread, despair, hopelessness, wretchedness and loneliness still clings to
my consciousness. "I write to illuminate the plight of the homeless so that when you see them in libraries, on
subways, city busses, local train stations or standing in front of missions like they had stepped out of painter
Edward Hopper’s canvas, you won’t judge them, as Anatole Broyard noted, as 'creatures of the darkness,
where sex, drugs, gambling and other crimes are directed against a bourgeois culture that despises them.'”
The homeless problems have become a Malthusian nightmare not just in Chicago but in urban cities across
the nation and worldwide. The large population of homeless men, women and children give most urban cities
a Third-World urbanscape. It would be disingenuous to state that the homeless only need shelter when the
problem is much deeper than that. The Government needs to invest in creating a new Integrative Holistic
Rehab Center [IHRC] to combat the multiple cause of homelessness. We need to heed the words of the
homeless, Danish genius, Kierkegaard, who believed philosophy must recognize the presence of man-in-the-
world. The reality is that for millions of us in our times we are only a lost job, a breadwinner's disability or
death, a business failure, a lawsuit, a divorce, a long-term illness or natural disaster away from homelessness.
Let the experience of John Sibley inspire you with its honesty, faith and redemption.
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From reader reviews:

Jetta Butler:

Here thing why that Being and Homelessness: Notes from an Underground Artist are different and reputable
to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content from it which is the
content is as delightful as food or not. Being and Homelessness: Notes from an Underground Artist giving
you information deeper and different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no book that similar
with Being and Homelessness: Notes from an Underground Artist. It gives you thrill reading journey, its
open up your current eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your technique home by
train. Should you be having difficulties in bringing the published book maybe the form of Being and
Homelessness: Notes from an Underground Artist in e-book can be your substitute.

Cindy Knutson:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading you can get a lot
of information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire all their reader with their story or
perhaps their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need case in point. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach
your kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors in this world always try to improve
their proficiency in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write to the book. One of them is
this Being and Homelessness: Notes from an Underground Artist.

Trisha McClain:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Being and Homelessness:
Notes from an Underground Artist, you are able to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout people. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its identified as reading friends.

Kimberly Johnson:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you could have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This Being and Homelessness: Notes from an Underground Artist can
give you a lot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they don't and make
anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of one step for you to get success. This
reserve offer you information that might be your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make you



to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let us have Being and Homelessness: Notes from an Underground
Artist.
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