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Who or what is an American? Many scholars have recently argued that in a country of such vast cultural and
ethnic diversity as the United States it is not useful or even possible to talk of a single national identity. Are
people right to suggest that the very idea of "Americanness" is merely a myth designed to obscure the
divisions among us?

This is the central question addressed by Tim Parrish in this imaginative interdisciplinary study. Working in
the tradition of the blues, an art form based on the adaptation of cultural past to present, Parrish seeks to
show what happens when we think of American identity not as some transcendental entity or essence, but as
an ongoing process. At the core of his analysis is an appreciation of the rich legacy of pragmatism, a
distinctly American frame of mind that sees truth as an act rather than an object, as a matter of doing rather
than being. While the philosophical roots of pragmatism can be found in the writings of Ralph Waldo
Emerson, William and Henry James, and Horace Kallen, the same intellectual approach informs the work of
writers such as Ralph Ellison, Mary Antin, and Philip Roth as well as creative artists such as Son House,
Elvis Presley, and James Brown. What all of these figures share, according to Parrish, is a recognition of the
intrinsic connection between thought and action that has allowed Americans to define who they are through
what they do.

Walking Blues accounts for our cultural diversity without either insisting that we are all the same or denying
that we have anything in common. Far from glossing over difference, Parrish shows how our American
social, racial, and ethnic conflicts often mark the starting point for the various acts of creation through which
we make?and remake?ourselves as Americans.
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From reader reviews:

Evan Hinson:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive right now,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by
reading a publication your ability to survive increase then having chance to stand than other is high. For
yourself who want to start reading the book, we give you this Walking Blues: Making Americans from
Emerson to Elvis book as beginning and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a
book.

John Sledge:

The event that you get from Walking Blues: Making Americans from Emerson to Elvis could be the more
deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to comprehend but Walking Blues: Making Americans from Emerson to Elvis
giving you joy feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by
means of anyone who read the item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. This particular
book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this particular Walking Blues:
Making Americans from Emerson to Elvis instantly.

Nelson Berg:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or
maybe playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look different you
can read any book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all
day every day to reading a book. The book Walking Blues: Making Americans from Emerson to Elvis it is
quite good to read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this
book. In the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the actual e-book. You
can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book
provides high quality.

Robert Eslinger:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. That Walking Blues: Making Americans from
Emerson to Elvis can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have
thing that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one
of a step for you to get success. This reserve offer you information that probably your friend doesn't



understand, by knowing more than other make you to be great folks. So , why hesitate? Let us have Walking
Blues: Making Americans from Emerson to Elvis.
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