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In the face of the Holocaust, writes Lawrence L. Langer, our age clings to the stable relics of faded eras, as if
ideas like natural innocence, innate dignity, the inviolable spirit, and the triumph of art over reality were
immured in some kind of immortal shrine, immune to the ravages of history and time. But these ideas have
been ravaged, and in Admitting the Holocaust. Langer presents a series of essays that represent his effort,
over nearly a decade, to wrestle with this rupture in human values--and to see the Holocaust as it really was.
His vision is necessarily dark, but he does not see the Holocaust as a warrant for futility, or as a witness to
the death of hope. It is a summons to reconsider our values and rethink what it means to be a human being.
These penetrating and often gripping essays cover a wide range of issues, from the Holocaust's relation to
time and memory, to its portrayal in literature, to its use and abuse by culture, to its role in reshaping our
sense of history's legacy. In many, Langer examines the ways in which accounts of the Holocaust--in history,
literature, film, and theology--have extended, and sometimes limited, our insight into an event that is often
said to defy understanding itself. He singles out Cynthia Ozick as one of the few American writers who can
meet the challenge of imagining mass murder without flinching and who can distinguish between myth and
truth. On the other hand, he finds Bernard Malamud's literary treatment of the Holocaust never entirely
successful (it seems to have been a threat to Malamud's vision of man's basic dignity) and he argues that
William Styron's portrayal of the commandant of Auschwitz in Sophie's Choice pushed Nazi violence to the
periphery of the novel, where it disturbed neither the author nor his readers. He is especially acute in his
discussion of the language used to describe the Holocaust, arguing that much of it is used to console rather
than to confront. He notes that when we speak of the survivor instead of the victim, of martyrdom instead of
murder, regard being gassed as dying with dignity, or evoke the redemptive rather than grevious power of
memory, we draw on an arsenal of words that tends to build verbal fences between what we are mentally
willing--or able--to face and the harrowing reality of the camps and ghettos.
A respected Holocaust scholar and author of Holocaust Testimonies: The Ruins of Memory, winner of the
1991 National Book Critics Circle Award for criticism, Langer offers a view of this catastrophe that is
candid and disturbing, and yet hopeful in its belief that the testimony of witnesses--in diaries, journals,
memoirs, and on videotape--and the unflinching imagination of literary artists can still offer us access to one
of the darkest episodes in the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Gregory Phipps:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to perform others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And
you have time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question
due to the fact just their can do which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
suitable. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Admitting the Holocaust:
Collected Essays to read.

Bradley Harshbarger:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be update about what going on or facts even knowledge
to make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and make progress. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems
coming to anyone is you don't know which one you should start with. This Admitting the Holocaust:
Collected Essays is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves
what you want and want in this era.

Jacqueline Morrison:

The reason why? Because this Admitting the Holocaust: Collected Essays is an unordinary book that the
inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but latter it will surprise you with the secret it inside.
Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful way makes the
content within easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good
for you because of not hesitating having this anymore or you going to regret it. This amazing book will give
you a lot of benefits than the other book possess such as help improving your ability and your critical
thinking approach. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.

John Cheung:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading through become their hobby. You need to understand that
reading is very important and also book as to be the thing. Book is important thing to include you
knowledge, except your current teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update regarding something by
book. Numerous books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Admitting
the Holocaust: Collected Essays.
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