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Roger Williams, a deeply religious minister in seventeenth-century New England, revolutionized thinking
about the role government should play in religion. Banished from Massachusetts for his controversial views,
he founded the Town of Providence on the basis of full liberty of conscience and total separation of church
and state. These radical ideas were adopted by the Colony of Providence Plantations, which later became
known as the Colony and then State of Rhode Island. Williams also insisted, contrary to the prevailing
orthodoxy, that Europeans could acquire American land only through voluntary transactions with Native
Americans.

This is the story of the dramatic life, thought, and work of a man who refused to accept the conventional
wisdom of his time and who forged a new way of thinking that came to characterize the best in the American
tradition. Born and raised in England, Williams knew or otherwise personally encountered--during his youth
or in later return visits--some of the greatest figures of English history: Sir Edward Coke, Sir Francis Bacon,
King James I, the young man who became King Charles I, John Milton, Oliver Cromwell. In contrast to such
famous contemporaries, Williams persistently argued, publicly and unambiguously, for complete liberty of
conscience and a wall of separation between church and state--both for America and for Europe. At a time
when most of the governments in Europe and America promulgated some form of established religion that
persecuted religious dissenters, Williams founded a polity that was explicitly based on the principles and
values of what became, more than 150 years later, the Establishment and Free Exercise Clauses of the First
Amendment to the U.S. Constitution.

The First American Founder traces, often in Roger Williams's own colorful words, the conflicts that
Williams and his settlement experienced in maintaining a haven for persecuted religious minorities. Those
challenges came both in the form of military and political imperialism from other colonies and from internal
dissension. The book explains how Williams faced these issues and managed to create and preserve a
political society whose principles we could recognize today. It also discusses how Williams influenced,
directly and indirectly, the generation that later fought the Revolutionary War and established the
Constitution and Bill of Rights.

This work is written for both the general reader and the professional historian. The main text is readable by
all. The endnotes and appendices contain scholarly documentation and discussion that will satisfy the most
meticulous student of history.
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From reader reviews:

Debbie Jones:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you really
need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy
man? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have free time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They have to
answer that question since just their can do this. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar in each person.
Yes, it is proper. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The First American Founder:
Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience to read.

Leslie Padilla:

The guide with title The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience posesses a lot
of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. That book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world at this point. That is
important to yo7u to find out how the improvement of the world. This book will bring you within new era of
the the positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you
want.

James Peterson:

Beside this The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience in your phone, it
might give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info. The information and the knowledge you
might got here is fresh from oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow
town. It is good thing to have The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what
it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable blend
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss this?
Find this book along with read it from now!

Concepcion Bass:

This The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience is fresh way for you who has
fascination to look for some information mainly because it relief your hunger details. Getting deeper you into
it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you who still having small amount of digest in reading this
The First American Founder: Roger Williams and Freedom of Conscience can be the light food for you
because the information inside this book is easy to get by anyone. These books create itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in guide form make
them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a book especially
this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for you. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-



book kind for your better life along with knowledge.
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