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While The Tempest has always been one of Shakespeare's most entertaining and enchanting plays, it
continues to stir up passionate debate throughout the world because of its ideas and attitudes toward race,
class, political power, and colonialism. This casebook systematically examines these issues, as well as
several others, from dramatic and historical perspectives and through parallel contemporary applications.
Readers are first introduced to the play with a dramatic analysis that situates the work within Shakespeare's
canon and within the romantic tradition. This fresh interpretation also casts much light on the use of imagery
and language in setting, character, and thematic development. This casebook draws on the themes and issues
introduced, and examines each one in turn with insightful original essays and primary documents. The
shipwreck that sets the play in motion is examined in terms of the discovery of the new world, and the
prevailing attitudes toward colonialism. A brief chronology of New World events helps situate the historical
excerpts. Another intriguing topic explored in the casebook is the diverging Elizabethan views on science
and religion, with a particular focus on the role of magic. Primary documents that help readers appreciate the
significance of matters of sorcery and the supernatural include excerpts from Reginald Scott's 1584 The
Discovery of Witchcraft, James I's Demonology (1597) as well as Marlowe's Doctor Faustus. Other topic
chapters examine political power and treachery, as well as society in terms of marriage and the court. A full
chapter is also devoted to performance and interpretation of the play. The final Contemporary Applications
section investigates current global concerns that parallel those in the play, and help readers appreciate
Shakespeare's play in relation to the world around us. Readers are shown dramatically contrasting
perspectives on colonialism in Zimbawe. The casebook concludes with a fascinating discussion of the
parallel elements of fantasy in The Tempest and in literary works by popular contemporary writers J.R.R.
Tolkien and J. K. Rowling.

Understanding The Tempest follows the successful casebook format developed specifically for the Literature
in Context series. Following a dramatic analysis, each topic chapter presents an important historical issue in
the play, with insightful narrative essays supported by primary documents. In several chapters, brief
chronologies of significant related events help readers understand the historical context of the play and its
thematic concerns. As a tool for student research and classroom work, educators will appreciate the
numerous topics for written and oral discussion suggested at the conclusion of each unit. Suggested readings
further complement the content and research applications of the casebook.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Wing:

Inside other case, little men and women like to read book Understanding The Tempest: A Student Casebook
to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series). You
can choose the best book if you love reading a book. Providing we know about how is important a book
Understanding The Tempest: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The
Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series). You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can understand everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we can easily open a book as well as searching by internet unit. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's read.

Sharon Hite:

As we know that book is important thing to add our understanding for everything. By a book we can know
everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year was
exactly added. This e-book Understanding The Tempest: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and
Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) was filled concerning science.
Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has
several feel when they reading a book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to
read a publication. In the modern era like today, many ways to get book that you wanted.

Barbara Saddler:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just tiny students that has
reading's heart or real their interest. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to presently there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that reading through is not
important, boring along with can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is
very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we would
like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Understanding The
Tempest: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press
"Literature in Context" Series) can make you really feel more interested to read.

Nancy Soto:

Book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but also
native or citizen require book to know the upgrade information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the world.
By book Understanding The Tempest: A Student Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents



(The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context" Series) we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To be creative person must choose to read a book. Only choose the best book that ideal with your
aim. Don't become doubt to change your life with that book Understanding The Tempest: A Student
Casebook to Issues, Sources, and Historical Documents (The Greenwood Press "Literature in Context"
Series). You can more pleasing than now.
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