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As an avenue for progressive politics in a nation still skeptical of change, community organizing today faces
significant challenges. This book assesses that activity within the context of political, cultural, social, and
economic changes in cities—from World War II to the present—to show how community-based
organizations have responded to these challenges.

Transforming the City is the first book to examine the current state of community organizing in American
cities, analyzing its place in contemporary progressive politics and assessing whether it has changed in
response to changes in the political economy. Leading urban scholars from a wide range of disciplines offer
original commentaries on the strengths and limitations of community organizing, a form of political and
civic engagement that is too often overlooked by those who bemoan the decline in social capital.

While embracing community organizing as a way to cope with the problems afflicting inner cities, these
essays acknowledge the challenges inherent in globalization, de-industrialization, the demise of ward-based
politics, and the values that shape contemporary American culture. They argue that larger changes in the
political economy have reshaped the local ecology of civic engagement, thereby affecting the focus,
orientation, and effectiveness of community organizing.

The book features case studies from Chicago to New Orleans to El Paso, covering community organizations
from many organizing networks and models, such as ACORN, IAF, PICO, and DART. These cases address
key policy areas such as education and housing, and the role of race in these issues and in organizing in
general. By examining the actual practice of this form of democratic politics, they also show the potential of
community organizing for addressing concerns about Americans' disengagement from civic and political life.

Whether pursuing longstanding problems about housing or more recent issues such as wages paid by big-box
retailers, community organizing continues to have an important role to play as part of a broader progressive
movement. As America decides what kind of society it wants to be, these insightful articles illuminate those
larger trends in the local ecology that are forcing organizers to alter their strategies, operations, and visions
for the future.
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From reader reviews:

Caleb Jones:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or even goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby will be reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book after they found difficult problem as well as exercise.
Well, probably you'll have this Transforming the City: Community Organizing and the Challenge of Political
Change (Studies in Government & Public Policy).

Kimberly Lunceford:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent these people free time just
watching TV, or even playing video games all day long. In order to try to find a new activity here is look
different you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you just read
you can spent the whole day to reading a book. The book Transforming the City: Community Organizing
and the Challenge of Political Change (Studies in Government & Public Policy) it is quite good to read.
There are a lot of individuals who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this book. If
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy often the e-book. You can m0ore easily to
read this book from a smart phone. The price is not to fund but this book possesses high quality.

Larhonda Kennedy:

Transforming the City: Community Organizing and the Challenge of Political Change (Studies in
Government & Public Policy) can be one of your nice books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that
straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary that will increase your knowledge in language, easy
to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to set every word into pleasure arrangement in writing Transforming the City: Community Organizing
and the Challenge of Political Change (Studies in Government & Public Policy) yet doesn't forget the main
point, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be one of
it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial thinking.

Sam Nielsen:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Transforming the City: Community
Organizing and the Challenge of Political Change (Studies in Government & Public Policy) is simple to
create you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train as well as soon. If you did not possess much
space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you much easier to read it.
You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one



buys this book.
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