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The fanciful novels of Charles Williams have long fascinated a rather elite reading public - T.S. Eliot, W.H.
Auden, and C.S. Lewis, for example, were among his great admirers. But those books - which include 'The
Place of the Lion' 'Descent into Hell' and 'All Hallows' Eve' - are also dense and perplexing, and even the
writer's fondest devotees have found the meanings of his fiction elusive. Here at last is a clear and informed
guide to the complexities and rich rewards of Charles Williams' novels. As Thomas Howard notes, Williams'
tales might best be described as metaphysical thrillers, in which Williams used occult machinery in much the
same way that Conrad used exotic locales and Joyce used the subconscious: to vivify human experience and
awaken readers to its range and possibilities. One tale might feature a chase for the Holy Grail across
Hertfordshire fields, while in another the picture may switch with no apology at all from a policeman at a
crossroad to the Byzantine Emperor. As Howard lucidly demonstrates, the controlling factor behind
Williams' work is an essentially Christian worldview in which heaven and hell seem to lurk under every bush
and the constant theme is order versus disintegration. Concentrating on Williams' novels, Howard brilliantly
illuminates the major concerns that informed all of Williams' thinking. Howard also considers Williams'
work in the context of modern fictional practice and assesses its place in the tradition of the English language
novel.
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From reader reviews:

Rosalyn Kendall:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to know everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that publication has
different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Novels of Charles Williams:.

Lonnie Hammer:

What do you think about book? It is just for students since they are still students or that for all people in the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or
something that they don't desire do that. You must know how great and also important the book The Novels
of Charles Williams:. All type of book could you see on many methods. You can look for the internet
solutions or other social media.

Callie Allen:

A lot of people always spent their very own free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them
household or their friend. Are you aware? Many a lot of people spent many people free time just watching
TV, or perhaps playing video games all day long. If you wish to try to find a new activity that is look
different you can read a new book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book you read you can spent
all day long to reading a publication. The book The Novels of Charles Williams: it is extremely good to read.
There are a lot of folks that recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. When
you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the e-book. You can m0ore simply to read
this book from a smart phone. The price is not to cover but this book offers high quality.

Patrick Austin:

A lot of book has printed but it differs. You can get it by online on social media. You can choose the most
beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of book
The Novels of Charles Williams:. Contain your knowledge by it. Without making the printed book, it may
add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most critical that, you must aware about book. It can
bring you from one place to other place.
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