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Inventing the Way of the Samurai examines the development of the 'way of the samurai' - bushido; - which is
popularly viewed as a defining element of the Japanese national character and even the 'soul of Japan'.
Rather than a continuation of ancient traditions, however, bushido; developed from a search for identity
during Japan's modernization in the late nineteenth century. The former samurai class were widely viewed as
a relic of a bygone age in the 1880s, and the first significant discussions of bushido at the end of the decade
were strongly influenced by contemporary European ideals of gentlemen and chivalry. At the same time,
Japanese thinkers increasingly looked to their own traditions in search of sources of national identity, and
this process accelerated as national confidence grew with military victories over China and Russia.

Inventing the Way of the Samurai considers the people, events, and writings that drove the rapid growth of
bushido, which came to emphasize martial virtues and absolute loyalty to the emperor. In the early twentieth
century, bushido; became a core subject in civilian and military education, and was a key ideological pillar
supporting the imperial state until its collapse in 1945. The close identification of bushido; with Japanese
militarism meant that it was rejected immediately after the war, but different interpretations of bushido; were
soon revived by both Japanese and foreign commentators seeking to explain Japan's past, present, and future.
This volume further explores the factors behind the resurgence of bushido, which has proven resilient
through 130 years of dramatic social, political, and cultural change.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

Now a day people that Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this Inventing the Way of the
Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan (The Past and Present Book Series)
book because this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred percent
guarantees there is no doubt in it you probably know this.

Lela Koehn:

The book Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan
(The Past and Present Book Series) will bring someone to the new experience of reading a new book. The
author style to clarify the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to study, this book very appropriate
to you. The book Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern
Japan (The Past and Present Book Series) is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book
in the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Mark Shanks:

This Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern Japan (The
Past and Present Book Series) is completely new way for you who has interest to look for some information
as it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you on it getting knowledge more you know or else you who still
having bit of digest in reading this Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and
Bushido in Modern Japan (The Past and Present Book Series) can be the light food for yourself because the
information inside this book is easy to get through anyone. These books develop itself in the form that is
certainly reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in
publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there is absolutely no in
reading a e-book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for a person. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.

Ricardo Hempel:

You can find this Inventing the Way of the Samurai: Nationalism, Internationalism, and Bushido in Modern
Japan (The Past and Present Book Series) by go to the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it might
to be your solve challenge if you get difficulties for the knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only
through written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era just like now,
you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to arrange you to



ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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