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A down-and-out sausage-casing worker by day who turned surplus animal intestines into a million-dollar
condom enterprise at night; inventors who fashioned cervical caps out of watch springs, and a mother of six
who kissed photographs of the inventor of the Pill -- these are just afew of the fascinating individuals who
make up the history of contraceptivesin America. Scholars of birth control typically frame this history as
one of physicians, lawyers, and political activists. But in Devices and Desires, Andrea Tone breaks new
ground by showing what it was really like to produce, buy, and use contraceptives during a century of
profound social and technological change.

Tone begins with the passage of the 1873 Comstock Act, which criminalized the birth control business, and
ends with the inventions of today (including Depo-Provera and Norplant). Along the way she assesses the
social and economical effects of chemical prophylaxeskits for World War | soldiers, condoms, the Lysol
antiseptic douche, and the 1973 Dalkon Shield disaster (among others). In lively and engaging prose, her
book illuminates the industry'strails from aniillicit trade located in basement workshops and pornography
outlets to one of the most successful legitimate businesses in American history.
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From reader reviews:
Jonathan Gomes:

In this 21st one hundred year, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place and
notice by means of surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Y ep, by reading a guide your ability to survive increase then having chance to remain than other is
high. In your case who want to start reading the book, we give you this Devices and Desires. A History of
Contraceptives in America book as beginner and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is usually
more than just a book.

Eva Ammons:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information these days can get by anyone on
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even an issue. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are difficult to be find than now's taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one typically the resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you get it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Devices and Desires: A History of
Contraceptives in Americaas your daily resource information.

Ernest Poole:

Spent afree the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their free time with their
family, or al their friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic
inside park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your
current free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to attempt ook for
book, may be the reserve untitled Devices and Desires: A History of Contraceptivesin America can be very
good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Christine Smith:

Y our reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this Devices and Desires: A History of
Contraceptives in Americareserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book
that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written inside good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still doubt Devices and Desires: A
History of Contraceptivesin America as good book not just by the cover but aso by the content. Thisis one
e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its handle, so do you still needing an additional sixth sense to
pick this particular! ? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to a
different sixth sense.
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