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For generations of American Catholics, the face of their church was, quite literally, a woman's face—the
nursing sister in the hospital where they were born, the teaching sister in the school where they were
educated, the caring sister who helped them through times of trouble. McGuinness recovers the compelling
story of these sisters and puts them back at the center of American Catholic history."
—James M. O'Toole, Boston College
 
"Conveys the history of American women’s religious life in its astonishing breadth and diversity.
McGuinness writes with the authority of a scholar and the ease of a storyteller. Her collective portrait of the
women who have for so long represented the face of the American Catholic church will be useful to not only
to historians of women and of religion in the United States, but also to general readers who wish to learn
about the often hidden and far-ranging contributions vowed women have made to church and nation."
—Kathleen Sprows Cummings, University of Notre Dame
 
For many Americans, nuns and sisters are the face of the Catholic Church. Far more visible than priests,
Catholic women religious teach at schools, found hospitals, offer food to the poor, and minister to those in
need. Their work has shaped the American Catholic Church throughout its history. Yet despite their high
profile, a concise history of American Catholic sisters and nuns has yet to be published. In Called to Serve,
Margaret M. McGuinness provides the reader with an overview of the history of Catholic women religious in
American life, from the colonial period to the present.
 
The early years of religious life in the United States found women religious in immigrant communities and
on the frontier, teaching, nursing, and caring for marginalized groups. In the second half of the twentieth
century, however, the role of women religious began to change. They have fewer members than ever, and
their population is aging rapidly. And the method of their ministry is changing as well: rather than merely
feeding and clothing the poor, religious sisters are now working to address the social structures that
contribute to poverty, fighting what one nun calls “social sin.” In the face of a changing world and shifting
priorities, women religious must also struggle to strike a balance between the responsibilities of their faith
and the limitations imposed upon them by their church.
 
Rigorously researched and engagingly written, Called to Serve offers a compelling portrait of Catholic
women religious throughout American history.
 

   Instructor's Guide   
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Nielson:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by interact with the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not call for people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in receiving any information nowadays? Of course the answer is reading a book. Studying a book can
help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Called to Serve: A History of Nuns in America
book as this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the details in this book hundred pct
guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Shea Cross:

The guide with title Called to Serve: A History of Nuns in America contains a lot of information that you can
find out it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the
information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the world now. That is important to yo7u to
understand how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you inside new era of the the
positive effect. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you can read the idea anywhere you
want.

Alissa Sowell:

This Called to Serve: A History of Nuns in America is brand-new way for you who has attention to look for
some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you in it getting knowledge more
you know or else you who still having little bit of digest in reading this Called to Serve: A History of Nuns in
America can be the light food to suit your needs because the information inside that book is easy to get by
means of anyone. These books create itself in the form that is reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book
web form. People who think that in publication form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this reserve is the
answer. So there is no in reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be
here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style for your better life as well as knowledge.

Ruth Zimmer:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Called to Serve: A History of Nuns in
America was bright colored and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Called to Serve: A
History of Nuns in America has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or
Private eye Conan you can read and think that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book
tend to be make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and unwind. Try to choose the best book in
your case and try to like reading this.
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